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Editorial 


A DIFFICULT YEAR AHEAD 


RICH AND CONTENT people do not vote 
for extremism. That might be stating the 
obvious but in a year when millions of 
people are going to struggle economically 
and communities torn apart by cuts and 
reductions in local services, it is a statement 
worth remembering. The Government 
estimates that 400,000 public sector jobs will 
go over the next three years, to say nothing 
of the knock-on economic impact and 
related cuts in services. Millions more will 
find less money in their pockets as wages fail 
to keep up with rising living costs. 

This is the perfect environment for racist 
politics. Economic pessimism breeds fear and 
fear breeds hate. 

A survey of voters conducted by YouGov at 
the time of the 2009 European election found 
that BNP voters on average were much more 
pessimistic about the economic opportunities 
for themselves and their families than voters 
for any other party. So, as more people 
struggle economic pessimism will rise and the 
vultures of the right will circle. 


Taking real action in Eastern Europe 
Last month Russia was selected to host the 
2018 World Cup but only a few days later 
we were reminded that all is not well in the 
Russian game. The killing of Yegor Sviridov 
sparked several days of rioting in Moscow 
by thousands of fans, many chanting 
rightwing nationalist and racist slogans. 

These events, condemned by the Russian 
authorities, reflect a racist nationalism that is 
evident throughout the game. Black players 
are regularly abused by fans, nazi chanting 
and regalia are commonplace in stadiums 
and racist hooligan gangs often attack 
immigrants and their political opponents. 

Racist hooliganism and violence is a 
problem throughout Eastern Europe and there 
have also been reports of serious problems in 
Poland and Ukraine, where the European 
championship will be held next year. 

The authorities in these countries promise 
to act but they have been saying as much 
for several years. With the world's biggest 
tournaments heading to Eastern Europe the 
onus has to be on the international football 
community to pressurise FIFA into ensuring 
that real progress is made and racism is 
reduced in stadiums, if not eradicated. 


4 | Searchlight | January 2011 


The eye of the storm 

Over the next few weeks all eyes will be 
focused on Luton as it prepares for the 
English Defence League demonstration on 
5 February. Unfortunately the town has 
acquired a reputation for extremism and 
there is likely to be intense media interest 
as the big day approaches. The reputation 
is not without foundation. The town has 
played host to numerous Islamic extremists, 
including several who engaged in terrorism 
or went to Afghanistan, and it was where 
the EDL was formed. 

That accepted, these extremists 
represent a tiny minority of the 185,000 
people who live in the town whose voices 
are rarely heard. The HOPE not hate 
campaign will be working hard over the 
next few weeks, in collaboration with local 
people, to give the voiceless a voice. 

This not only will redress the balance but 
is the best way to isolate and eventually 
beat the extremists. 


You stopped him 
Last month the supporters of the HOPE 
not hate campaign helped stop Pastor 
Jones from coming to the UK to address 
the EDL protest in Luton. On breaking the 
news about his invitation we immediately 
launched an online petition which was 
signed by over 12,000 people. 
The resulting media attention, which 
included a detailed look at Jones's 
extremist views, prompted the EDL to 
withdraw the invitation. We also heard 
from sources in the Home Office that the 
Home Secretary was prepared to block his 
arrival if he attempted to enter the country. 
In a year that saw the HOPE not hate 
campaign help defeat the BNP in Barking 
and Dagenham the withdrawal of Jones's 
invitation was a great way to close 2010. 
Thank you to everyone who signed our 
petition. 


Nol Loa 


Nick Lowles editor 
e: nick@hopenothate.org.uk 
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to racist soccer riots 


by Graeme Atkinson 
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Recession politics 


The year ahead for anti-fascism 


by Nick Lowles 


THE COMING year is going to be 
dominated by economic hard- 
ship as the austerity measures 
begin to bite. Job losses, the VAT 
increase and rising living costs 
are going to put everyone under 
strain and as history has taught 
us when people feel under 
pressure resentment, fear and 
hate rises. 

Against this background there 
is no more important time for 
anti-fascism and anti-racism. 

May’s local elections will once 
again be the main focus of our 
campaigning year as we ensure 
that the British National Party is 
unable to make any political 
breakthrough. Having lost dozens 
of councillors over the past 
12 months the BNP will be 
hoping to tap into economic 
hardship and growing pessimism. 

Stoke-on-Trent, once 
considered the party’s jewel in 
the crown, has all-out elections 
but just like in Barking and 
Dagenham last year, with the 
BNP threat comes an 
opportunity to wipe them out 
from the council. 

Other key areas include 
Greater Manchester and South 
and West Yorkshire. 

Despite last year’s electoral 
drubbing there were signs of an 
upturn in the BNP’s fortunes in 
many of the areas where it made 
its initial breakthroughs in 
during the 2002 to 2006 period 
but were subsequently beaten 
back. These include Burnley, 
Bradford and Sandwell. 
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We are also likely to see an 
improvement in the BNP vote in 
areas where the Liberal 
Democrats have performed well 
in recent years, often on an anti- 
BNP ticket. These include wards 
in Burnley, Pendle, Bradford 
and Kirklees. 

The Welsh Assembly, contested 
under proportional representa- 
tion, offers an opportunity for 
the BNP, especially in the North 
Wales constituency where it only 
narrowly missed out in 2007. 

One unknown, however, is 
whether the BNP can find 
enough candidates to stand in all 
its target seats in the elections, 
let alone run an efficient enough 
campaign to transform a good 
25% vote into the 30% or above 
needed for victory. 

Much of our work will consist of 
providing support and guidance 
to broader campaigns. We are 
already in discussions with two 
major trade unions about 
running educational programmes 
for their staff and activists. 

We also have to ensure that 
those fighting the cuts and trying 
to keep communities together 
are equipped with the simple and 
effective tools to fend off racists 
and allay people's fears. We have 
to provide voters with the 
political arguments to dissuade 
them from drifting to far-right 
parties as an act of despair. 

We are fortunate that the BNP 
enters 2011 in a dreadful state. 
Its activist base has been 
decimated, its morale is low and 


“If this 
support is 
ripped out 

suddenly 
from under 
their feet it 
will push 
many 
households 
over the 
edge, 
triggering a 
spiral of 
debt, 
eviction 
and home- 
lessness” 


SHELTER 


it has huge debts which may yet 
sink the party. However, we must 
guard against complacency. 
Politics can change very quickly 
and as people really start to 
struggle suddenly we might be 
faced with a resurgent BNP. 

The success of the BNP in 
recent years has been achieved in 
a relatively benign economic 
climate. If it can somehow over- 
come its present problems then 
we really could be in for trouble. 

While many people will be 
focused on the public sector 
cuts, which are likely to result in 
the loss of at least 400,000 jobs, 
and consequent reductions in 
services, we should not overlook 
the impact of changes to 
housing benefit. 

Benefit rates are to be capped 
to reduce Government spending 
but the figures make no 
allowance for more expensive 
areas. According to the housing 
charity Shelter almost every two- 
bedroom flat in central London 
will be become unaffordable 
under the new rules. People will 
either have to make up the 
difference themselves or move. 

“We are really concerned that 
even at current levels, nearly half 
of local housing allowance 
claimants are already making up 
a shortfall of almost £100 a month 
to meet their rent,” says Shelter. 
“Tf this support is ripped out 
suddenly from under their feet it 
will push many households over 
the edge, triggering a spiral of 
debt, eviction and homelessness.” 


With the vast majority of 
housing benefit claimants being 
pensioners, disabled people, 
those caring for a relative or 
hardworking people on low 
incomes (against only one in 
eight recipients being 
unemployed), the sense of 
unfairness and injustice will rise. 

People will head to the areas of 
cheaper housing and this will 
lead to tensions and anger 
among existing residents who 
themselves will be struggling to 
access affordable social housing. 
The rise of the BNP in Barking 
and Dagenham was fuelled by 
the shortage of housing and a 
belief that people of African 
descent were being given 
preferential treatment. A similar 
backlash could now be witnessed 
across the entire capital as 
people are forced out of inner 
London boroughs to 
concentrations of poverty and 
inequality in poorer areas, which 
are already inequipped to deal 
with their existing problems. 
Huge cuts in local services will 
only compound the problem. 

Another possible trigger for a 
resurgent right could be violent 
incidents triggered by the English 
Defence League. While the EDL 
has no political outlet, its brand 
of provocative marches and 
violence whips up tensions and 
trouble in communities. As we 
saw in Oldham, Burnley and 
Bradford in 2001 disturbances 
can quickly lead to communities 
becoming polarised and so 
susceptible to a racist message. 

Over the past six months 
the EDL has emerged as the 
principal far-right threat in 
the UK. Its anti-Muslim message 
has given it a wider appeal as it 
taps into a general and growing 
Islamophobia, which has 
become acceptable in a way that 
the BNP’s hardline racism is not. 
At the same time, the violence 
EDL rallies attract means the 
organisation has received a great 
deal of media attention. 

There is probably a limit to the 
activities of the EDL, at least in 
its current form. While it has an 
ability to increase community 
tensions, ignite violence and 
generally keep the issue of the 


Witrror 


NOTHATE 
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“Islamic threat” on the political 
agenda, it will struggle to 
engage more actively in politics. 
The types of people it is 
increasingly attracting, the 
violence and criminality of its 
supporters and its aggressively 
and confrontational approach is 
likely to dissuade mainstream 
society from getting involved. 

Our HOPE not hate groups 
will be encouraged to continue 
to focus on the key electoral 
wards but also be prepared to 
join with other groups to defend 
local communities. This is less 
about politicising the HOPE not 
hate campaign but about 
recognising that divided and 
weakened communities open 
the door for extremism. 

To help our local groups make 
this transition we shall be holding 
a weekend training event in 
Manchester in late February. 

The threat of the EDL poses 
new challenges and we are going 
to adapt to meet them. The EDL 
is not a fascist organisation but it 
is racist and anti-Muslim, while 
simultaneously draping itself in 
the flag of English nationalism. 
As we have repeatedly noted, 
meeting the EDL threat requires 
a different campaigning 


HOPE not hate 
activists in 
Stoke-on-Trent 
who last year helped 
lose the BNP three 
council seats 


approach. It is one that brings 
communities together in a non- 
aggressive and non-violent 
manner, but it is also one that 
works within communities 

in the long term rather than 
simply focusing on the day of 
an EDL action. Often it is the 
weeks preceding an EDL protest 
that determine the outcome on 
the day. 

To this end we will launch a 
new national campaign later 
this year. 

Last year was one of amazing 
achievements for anti-fascism. 
The current demise of the BNP 
stems from its humiliation in 
Barking and Dagenham, which 
was itself a product of the most 
intensive anti-fascist campaign 
to date. Over 1,500 people got 
involved on the ground and 
almost 7,000 donated online. 

Across the country the HOPE 
not hate groups helped defeat 
the BNP locally, with the party 
losing all but two of its 
councillors up for re-election. 

This year the challenges will 
be different but they are there. 
As people struggle in these diffi- 
cult economic times there is an 
even greater need for anti-fascists 
to be active and involved. tS 
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A town divid 


In a few weeks’ time thousands of English Defence League (EDL) supporters will take to 
the streets of Luton for their latest anti- Muslim demonstration. What will probably be their 
biggest demonstration to date also has the potential to be the most violent. 


It has all the ingredients for trouble, something Luton can ill afford, especially at a time 
when the town is already attracting an unenviable reputation as a base for extremism. 


Nick Lowles reports. 


he news could not have been 

worse. The announcement that 

the Stockholm suicide bomber 
Taimour Abdulwahab al-Abdaly had 
lived and studied in Luton gave the 
English Defence League a clear 
propaganda coup. To the anti-Muslim 
group, which itself originates in the 
Bedfordshire town, it was further proof 
that Islamic extremism was both rife 
and dangerous. 

Journalists and reporters from news 
agencies around the globe headed up 
the M1 to report from the heartland of 
Britain's new extremism. Unfortunately 
there was plenty of material for them 
to exploit as 28-year-old al-Abdaly was 
only the latest in a growing list of Islamic 
extremists linked to the town. Indeed, in 
2008, a leaked British intelligence report 
identified the town as home to one of 
the main concentrations of extremists in 
the country. 

Luton first became associated with 
Islamic terrorism when three young 
Muslims from the town were killed in a 
US rocket attack in Kabul. Mohammad 
Umar, Aftab Manzoor and Munir Afzal, 
who had travelled to Kabul to fight the 
US and British forces, died when a house 
where they were attending a meeting 
was attacked. 

News of the deaths in Kabul was 
announced by al-Muhajiroun, a now 
banned Islamic extremist group which 
had strong links in Luton. The group's 
founder, Omar Bakri Mohammed, was a 
regular visitor until he was banned from 
returning to Britain soon after the July 
2005 bombings. 
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In an interview with the media at the 
time, the local al-Muhajiroun spokesman 
boasted of having 50 members and 200 
followers in the town. Others put the 
figures much lower but even they 
admitted that the group's message had 
an appeal among some young Muslims. 

Another former Luton resident is Abu 
Hamza, the radical cleric now in prison. 
In September 2002 Abu Hamza set up 
the Islamic Council of Britain and soon 
afterwards held a conference at Finsbury 
Park mosque, in north London, entitled 
“September the 11th 2001: A Towering 
Day in History”. 

Bakri, who attended the conference, 
said that attendees “look at September 
11 like a battle, as a great achievement 
by the Mujahideen against the evil 
superpower. | never praised September 
11 after it happened but now | can see 
why they did it.” 

Leaflets distributed at the conference 
referred to the 9/11 terrorists as the 
“Magnificent 19”. 

A brother of one of those killed in 
Kabul was Salahuddin Amin, a member 
of the fertiliser bomber gang, who 
police considered to be pivotal in the 
link between British extremists and the 
al-Qaeda network. 

Born in London, Amin grew up in 
Pakistan before moving to Luton with his 
family at the age of 16. He became 
radicalised during a trip to Pakistan in 
1999 and on his return began attending 
militant political meetings held away from 
Luton’s main mosque. These meetings 
mixed religion and politics to encourage 
armed support for jihadi fighters. 


It was at these meetings that Amin 
met a group of men who were 
developing a jihadi support network, 
linking British Pakistani campaigners 
with Mujahideen groups abroad. 

Luton again played a role In the run- 
up to the terrorist attacks in London in 
July 2005. It was at a service station just 
north of Luton that the leaders of the 
fertiliser bomb plot, which aimed to rival 
the terror attacks of 11 September and 
the 7 July bombers, met on at least two 
occasions, watched by MI5. 

Organising the meeting was 
Mohammed Quayam Khan, who 
worked as a taxi driver and at a café in 
the centre of Luton. A family man, he 
also liaised with al-Qaeda and helped it 
to set up a training camp in Pakistan. 
He has never been arrested. 

The 7 July bombers met in Luton 
before heading to London to carry out 
their attacks, abandoning their cars at 
the station. 

In March 2009 the town hit the 
national headlines as fewer than a dozen 
Islamic extremists linked to Islam4UK, an 
offshoot of al-Muhajiroun, protested 
against the homecoming parade of the 
Royal Anglian Regiment, who were 
returning from Afghanisatan. 

Their protest, in which they carried 
placards reading “Go to hell” and 
accusing British soldiers of being “baby 
killers”, caused instant and general 
outrage, particularly in the tabloid 
newspapers, several of which devoted 
their front page to the story. 

It also caused a backlash in Luton and 
led directly to the formation of the EDL. 


Luton town hall: the EDL protest could make future 
cohesion initiatives in the polarised town harder but 
a successful community campaign would provide a 

platform for a more positive future 


THE TOWN’S ROOTS 

The origins of Luton lie in the sixth 
century when the Saxons established an 
outpost on the River Lea called Lea tun, 
but it was in the 17th century that 
today's town was properly formed. 

In 1801 its population stood at just 
3,095 but a century later it had grown 
to 39,000. The town's biggest expansion 
started in 1905 when Vauxhall Motors 
opened what was then the largest 
UK car factory. Following the end of the 
Second World War several slums were 
cleared and huge council estates 
were built to house 30,000 workers at 
the car plant. 

Large numbers of Afro-Caribbean 
immigrants arrived in the 1950s to fill 
the engineering jobs, followed by 
Asian immigrants, largely from Pakistan. 
Swelled more recently by arrivals 
from Eastern Europe, the population 
of the borough of Luton now stands 
at 185,000. 

According to the last census the local 
population is 70% white, 20% Asian 
and 8% Afro-Caribbean. Just under 
60% define themselves as Christians 
while 15% are Muslim, with the same 
number claiming to have no religion. 

However, more recent immigration 
and higher birth rates among minority 
groups are rapidly changing the 
demographics of the town. In 2005, 
46% of school pupils were from non- 
white ethnic backgrounds. 

As in many towns with large minority 
communities racism and discrimination 
were part of postwar life. A council 
report produced a few years ago noted 
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Stop Pastor Jones joining up with the English Defence league in Luton 


Donate to help the campaign 


that “discrimination is still rife in all parts 
of Luton". 

It added: “Racial prejudice is still 
everywhere and sources have said that 
throughout most areas of Luton, racial 
harassment can be easily found and 
started up from all angles, especially 
through the increasingly deprived areas 
of Biscot and Dallow, where the Muslim 
population is also strong. 

“The Bangladeshi community in Luton 
is growing more displeased as there 
continues to be a lack of a political voice 
to represent their own specific needs 
within the local community.” 

Depressingly, the report concluded: 
“There is little mixing between 
Luton's social communities, so Luton's 
community outreach program, 
originally engineered by Luton Borough 
council, still remains fragile and only 
skin deep, having failed to improve 
matters significantly." 

This picture was backed up by 
evidence given to the Home Affairs 
Select Committee on Terrorism and 
Community Relations. It noted: 

“Luton has serious socio-economic 
deprivation in a few neighbourhoods. 
The Muslim population of the town is 
mainly concentrated in the two most 
deprived wards — Biscot and Dallow. 
The unemployment among the 
Pakistani/Kashmiri and Bangladeshi 
communities is much higher than in 
other groups. These communities also 
disproportionately suffer under 
achievement in schools and colleges, 
poor housing, poor health and poor 
transport facilities.” 

It continued: “The younger 
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generation, being mainly born and 
brought up here, have higher 
aspirations from this society than their 
parents but often face barriers in 
accessing employment and educational 
facilities on a level playing field. This is 
due to many factors including their 
socio-economic disadvantage as well 
as racial prejudice that exist in society 
and its institutions. Young Muslim boys 
in particular feel excluded and 
alienated in a variety of ways. Colour 
prejudice appears to be deep in this 
society and Islamophobia already 
existed before 9/11." 


DECLINE 

Luton's economic decline began in the 
1970s when money for social housing 
dried up and many of the postwar 
estates declined. Affordable social 
housing was in short supply and 
overcrowding and tower blocks fell into 
disrepair. Unemployment rose as the 
Vauxhall car plant, which at its peak in 
1967 employed 37,000 people, began 
to shrink. Crime grew and Muslim and 
white ghettoes emerged. 

In July 1981 Luton experienced three 
days of rioting as black and white 
youths joined together in many of the 
town's poor communities. Some put this 
down to copycat action following the 
Brixton riots but there was growing 
discontent locally. 

The 1980s saw the beginning of a 
severe contraction in manufacturing and 
thousands of jobs were lost. By 2002 
Vauxhall closed its plant completely. 

It had produced almost 7.5 million cars 
during its existence. 


(above left) HOPE not hate's online petition 


(above) EDL founder Stephen Yaxley-Lennon, alias 
Tommy Robinson (left) at West London Magistrates’ 
Court in November following his arrest in Kensington 
for assaulting a police officer on Armistice Day 
(Photo David Hoffman) 


(below) The Stockholm suicide bomber Taimour 
Abdulwahab al-Abdaly, who studied in Luton 


The declining economy increased 
stress on the local community and 
deepened rivalry and division within it. 
Growing racism was one manifestation 
of this. 

In 1981 a rise in serious racist attacks, 
including one on a mosque and the 
petrol bombing of a Sikh temple, led to 
the emergence of an active movement 


against racism in Luton. In May an anti- 
racist march organised by Luton Youth 
Movement was confronted by racist 
skinheads. During three days of rioting 
in July 1981 a pub in Bury Park 
frequented by racist skinheads was 
attacked by black and white youths. 

While many football hooligan gangs 
during this period associated themselves 
with the far right, Luton was quite 
different. From the beginning the MIGs 
(Men in Gear), named after the designer 
clothes they wore, was a multiracial 
hooligan firm though it included white 
and black men rather than Asians. 

This alignment, partly due to football 
fashion but also due to the dispersal of 
the Afro-Caribbean community 
throughout the town, continues to this 
day as we see black youths and men 
running with the local EDL. 

Tensions between the MIGs and Asian 
youths began to grow in 2001. During 
the run-up to the Oldham riots Luton 
hooligans regularly frequented nazi and 
hooligan websites promising to travel 
to the northern town to help out. 

This never materialised but trouble was 
brewing closer to home. 

In the aftermath of news that several 
local men had been killed in Afghanistan 
rumours circulated through the town 
that the MIGs were planning trouble in 
the Asian areas. Police warned Asian 
shops and businesses to be on their 
guard and the local newspaper carried 
full-page adverts promoting harmony 
and tolerance. 

The following year there was serious 
trouble between football hooligans and 
Luton's Asian community but the 


culprits were Plymouth Argyle fans, 
250 of whom had turned up for a 
fight. After clashing with the MIGs 
before and after the match the 
Plymouth gang, the Central Element, 
found themselves in a predominantly 
Asian area and serious fighting 
erupted. One Plymouth hooligan was 
stabbed in the chest and several others 
were arrested. 

When the MiGs heard about these 
clashes they contacted their Plymouth 
rivals and offered to join forces to take 
on the Asians. However, this came to 
nothing as the police escorted the 
visitors out of town. 

In 2005 Luton police dealt with 171 
race hate incidents representing a 50% 
increase in reported incidents over the 
previous year. The majority of the 
victims (42%) were of Asian appearance 
and most offenders (40%) were of 
white/European origin. The victims were 
subjected to assault, harassment and 
verbal abuse. 


THE EDL 

As previously stated the catalyst for the 
formation of the EDL was the 
demonstration by followers of Islam4UK 
against the Anglian Regiment's 
homecoming parade. 

A few weeks later, under the name 
United People of Luton, hundreds 
went on the rampage in a Asian area 
overturning cars, smashing shop 
windows and attacking people. 
Thirty-five people were arrested. 

The formation of the EDL followed. 
The new group formally applied to hold 
a demonstration in the town later that 
summer but was thwarted by a huge 
campaign led by HOPE not hate. 
Eventually the council and the police 
applied to the Home Secretary for a ban, 
which was granted. 

The two main EDL leaders, Stephen 
Laxley-Lennon (known in the EDL as 
Tommy Robinson) and Kevin Carroll 
both originate from Luton. 


A CYCLE OF EXTREMISM 

The extremists in Luton represent a 
minority of the town's population but 
they are increasingly attracting national 
and international attention. 

The news of al-Abdaly’s link to 
Luton came a few days after reports 
that the EDL had invited Pastor Terry 
Jones to address its February rally. 
The Florida-based leader of the 50- 
strong Dove World Outreach Center 
attracted the world's attention last 


year when he threatened to burn the 
Koran on 11 September. 

After a huge outcry, including a 
12,000-strong online petition 
organised by the HOPE not hate 
campaign, the EDL was forced to 
withdraw its invitation after it became 
clear that his hardline views would 
embarrass even it. 

Coupled with the Swedish suicide 
bomber the incident reinforced the 
cycle of extremism that appears to 
Operate in the town. As the EDL spoke 
out against al-Abdaly so the Islamist 
extremists spoke out against Pastor 
Jones and the EDL. 

The Luton-based extremist Sayful 
Islam blamed the EDL and “Britain's 
hatred of Islam" for inspiring al-Abdaly's 
attack and thinks that Luton is a 
battleground. He told The Sun: “Luton 
has become a battleground between 
Islam and those who oppose Islam. 

“The English Defence League started 
in Luton. And because of this conflict 
this has made Muslims more aware of 
situations around the world like Iraq and 
Afghanistan and made people do 
something about it.” 

Peter Adams, a community worker 
and Anglican on the Luton Council of 
Faiths, which aims to bring ethnic 
communities together, despairs. 
“Extremism breeds extremism. We want 
to see that cycle broken. | am afraid the 
EDL are continuing that cycle. 

The bomber does not represent the 
Muslim community here." 

A leading Luton Islamic leader has 
denounced the town's portrayal as a 
“hotbed of extremism” by sections of 
the national media and warned it could 
lead to a rise in racial tensions. 

Qadeer Baksh, chairman of the Luton 
Islamic Centre, told the media: “It's 
very sad to hear Luton described in 
these terms. There are more than 
20,000 Muslims in the town but 
probably a small handful of these have 
links to extremism." 

The answer, it seems, is to give a voice 
to the mainstream majority who reject 
the extremism and racism that currently 
dominates the agenda. a 
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BRINGING UP THE REAR: 
ENGLAND'S DEFENDERS? 


By Matthew Collins and Simon Cressy 


NO SOONER had the dust and paint 
settled after another stormy student 
fees protest last month than English 
Defence League supporters made their 
way to the statue of Winston Churchill 
on Parliament Square in London, which 
the students had defaced, to add insult 
to injury by photographing themselves 
with it their flags draped over it. 

The EDL portray themselves as 
hardened defenders of the Union flag 
and make clear threats about how they 
will defend it and British rights and 
traditions, yet are treated far more 
leniently than a bunch of students who 
are kettled in for hours during and after 
their protests. 


KEK 


THE NOTION that the EDL mounts 
“flash demos" is beginning to unravel. 
These supposedly spontaneous 
exhibitions of flags and racism in town 
centres may catch the general public 
and anti-fascists unawares, but despite 
the reports in local papers, it seems that 
the EDL's “flash demo” in 
Wolverhampton last November was 
not only accommodated by West 
Midlands Police but assiduously kept 
secret from those who might have been 
prepared to defend the local community 
at short notice. 


HH 


THE EDL'S leader Stephen Yaxley- 
Lennon, who hides behind the name 
Tommy Robinson, has made great play 
in the past month about supposedly 
being unable to work. This is not, as one 
would hope, because most employers 
would not want him on their payroll, but 
the result of him being subject to an 
ongoing police investigation into money 
laundering. Lennon claims that 
conditions placed on him by a court 
order freezing his assets make it 
pointless for him to work as he is only 
allowed to keep £250 a week. 
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WHY THE MANUFACTURERS of Stone 
Island clothing have so far not taken 
issue with the growing trade around and 
within the EDL in cheap imitations of 
their product is a mystery. Burberry was 
quick to withdraw its baseball caps once 
they and cheap rip-offs of them became 
synonymous with certain unsavoury 
aspects of white working class culture, 
despite former Prime Minister Tony Blair 
being a fan of the label. 


Singh arrested 


THE ARREST last month of Guramit 
Singh (pictured) on suspicion of 
intentionally causing religiously 
aggravated harassment, alarm or 
distress is a welcome and long 
overdue intervention by the police. 
Cambridgeshire police had 
received two complaints about the 
content of a speech he made at 
the EDLs Peterborough rally in early 
December. The police would do 
well also to listen to a speech he 
made in London last year and other 
speeches by senior EDL figures as 
they swagger around the country, 
making ill-informed and racist 
statements about some of the most 
vulnerable and victimised members 
of the wider community. 


Alan Spence, now EDL, with BNP leader Nick Griffin 


Alan Spence, a former BNP candidate 
who heads the Gateshead division of the 
EDL, was under the cosh in the run-up 
to Christmas after no fewer than 78 EDL 
supporters tried to claim compensation 
for whiplash injuries after a coach 

he hired to take supporters to their 
punch-up in Preston in November was 
involved in a very minor collision on the 
way there. 

“Are you taking the p*** or what?” 
he wrote angrily in early December. 
“There was only 20 people on the 
f***ing coach!!" 

Of course, the EDL says that most of 
those who tried to put in claims were 
not members, but just people off of the 
internet, possibly even supporters of 
Unite Against Fascism! Maria Caris, 
spokesperson for Caris Coaches, which 
carried the EDL activists to their hate 
rally, says her firm is considering legal 
action against the EDL. Far be it from us 
to point out that if you lie down with 
dogs, you'll get up with fleas”. 


KH* 


EDL supporters seem increasingly 
reluctant to work for a living in the 
conventional way. Trying to claim 
compensation for fake injuries is just 
one attempt at making easy money. 
Coach trips to EDL demonstrations 
seem to be little more than a cocaine 
fuelled limousine ride for many, where 
member-dealers peddle their wares 
openly and with the blessing of the 
other participants. 


KEVIN SMITH of Brierley Hill in the 
West Midlands received an eight-week 
suspended prison sentence last July for 
placing a pig's head on the wall of 


Dudley central mosque. Police believed 


Smith, 52, was on his way to the 


Newcastle EDL demonstration when he 
committed the offensive act on 29 May. 


He was found guilty of religiously 
aggravated intentional harassment at 
Dudley Magistrates’ Court. 


Yet five months later the unrepentant 


Smith posted on the internet: “If you 
think your [sic] going to build a super 
mosque in Brierley Hill fuckin forget it 
you build it we burn it down". 

This may seem like an empty threat, 


but it came just a week after five people 


were arrested for attempting to burn 
down the Regent Road mosque in 
Hanley, Stoke-on-Trent. Police were 
called to the mosque on 3 December 


after live CCTV footage showed smoke 


emerging from the building. A stolen 
gas pipe had been fed from a nearby 
building through a window at the 
mosque and the gas set alight. 


lan Roberts, an EDL activist from the 


city, commented on Facebook 


afterwards: “The only shame is that it 


didn't blow up, 6 pipe bombs would 
of done the job that would of sorted 
it. | think the 4 people arrested for 
tryin to burn down the mosque in 


Hanley should be named and shamed 


by police ... so we can all buy them 
a pint.” 


KH 


Politically the EDL appears still unsure 


whether it is a group of fascist football 


hooligans or of evangelical Tea-Party 


style rabble rousers. It cannot continue 
being everything to everyone for ever. 


The death at the age of 90 of Bertie 
Lewis, a Bolton anti-fascist and peace 
campaigning war hero, exposed the 


EDL's fundamental misunderstanding of 


Englishness, the military and freedom 
of speech — the principles on which it 
claims to have laid its foundations. 
The gloating over Lewis's death and 


description of him as a “Commie rat" by 
one EDL forum moderator revealed the 


EDL's very soft ideological underbelly. 


Many thought it was Lewis's right to be 
anti-wa<None>r and anti-fascist, even 


anti-EDL. “He earned the right to be 
anti-war and anti-EDL" is one of the 
more honest responses. 


7 
Down and out in Preston 


a P 
Her onslaught was So violent that 
the police had to tie her hands and 


_ feet to protect themselves. Accor 


2 


Killers were 
EDL supporters 


= 


Daryll Jones (top) and Mark Jackson 


DARYLL JONES, 17, and MARK 
JACKSON, 21, both notorious football 
hooligans from Lincoln who were 
convicted in December of murdering a 
vulnerable Asperger's sufferer last 
June, were also EDL supporters. 

The two were notorious in and around 
Lincoln for their antisocial behaviour. 
At the time they murdered Shaun 
Rossington, a 21-year-old football 
supporter, they were accompanied by 
a 16-year-old, who was cleared of all 
charges, and a 14-year-old who was 
convicted of conspiracy to pervert the 
course of justice. 

At a time when the government's 
Prevent strategy, focused mainly on 
al-Qaeda, is being wound down, 
the Home Office has to start 
seriously facing up to the threat of 
the EDL. So far the arrests of EDL 
activists are minor irritations to their 
overall operation and the police 
seem almost wilfully ignorant about 
the toxic mix of violence, criminality, 
racism, drug dealing and 
counterfeiting that drives and funds 
the group. The EDL is emulating all 
the funding mechanisms of the Irish 
paramilitary organisations on which 
they bestow so much adulation. 
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The hyperbole campaign 


By Nick Lowles 


yperbole has been 
defined as “the use 
of exaggeration as a 


rhetorical device or figure of 
speech. It may be used to 
evoke strong feelings or 

to create a strong impression, 
but is not meant to be taken 
literally”. 

Hyperbole would be an 
appropriate word to describe 
the BNP campaign in the 
Oldham East and 
Saddleworth by-election. 
From the outside the BNP 
seems to be throwing 
everything into the campaign. 
It is apparently fighting it with 
the vigour and energy of 
a party that believes it has a 
chance. It is raising money on 
the back of the campaign as 
though electoral success 
depends on it. 

“Spirits were high, as well 
as getting out thousands of 
leaflets, we had a great 
reaction from the people of 
Oldham, which never fails to 
put a spring in your step,” 
the candidate Derek Adams 
told BNP News after the 
party's first leafleting session. 
“It was good to see all the 
thumbs-ups and the cars 
hooting in support. 

“It was great to have a 
chance to chat with local 
supporters too." 

Adams is better known as 
the BNP's Manchester 
organiser and was the party's 
third choice for candidate. 
He is, however, now battling 
from the front in what is the 
party's most intense 
campaign since last May. 

On 29 December Clive 
Jefferson, the BNP's national 
elections officer, provided an 
insight into the first week of 
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the campaign in a blow by 
blow account of the party's 
operation, down to the most 
minute detail. Day one saw 
“photos taken”. Day two 
consisted of “Leaflet design, 
including writing and 
proofing for the first wave of 
literature". So dedicated were 
the party's activists that they 
worked through the night. 

The following day the 
party had to have its leaflets 
vetted by the Royal Mail. 
Luckily, readers learned, the 
BNP leaflet was accepted and 
voters would receive it before 
postal votes were dispatched. 

Day four's tasks were: 
“arranging the printing of 
60,000 A4 full colour 
leaflets" and “arranging 
writing, designing, printing 
and folding for 30,000 mail 
merge letters”. 

The fifth day saw Jefferson's 
team “stripping down the 
electronic registers from 
Oldham council and 
separating postal voters”. 
This was followed by having 
to “manually stick on 10,195 
names and address labels in 
odds and evens and separate 
them into street categories. 
Finally, they were boxed into 
postcode zones. Seventeen of 
the forty two boxes of 
coloured leaflets turned up 
not folded in two. This was 
another serious problem when 
time was already against us.” 

They went to bed at 
2.45am but still got up early 
“as the Royal Mail demand 
the mailing quantities are 
presented to them in an 
exact format with the boxes 
labelled accurately with 
the contents, vetting 
codes, booking 


references, certain weight and 
many other specifications”. 

However “we did it", the 
BNP website announced. 

“At 10:00am on Christmas 
Eve our first Royal Mail drop 
was delivered to Oldham 
Royal Mail sorting office. 
Only two of the ten candida- 
tes fighting this election will 
be hitting the postal voters 
with a targeted, addressed 
mailshot and the British 
National Party's Derek Adams 
is one of the two.” 

With the backroom work 
done it was time for the 
intrepid far-right activists to 
take to the streets and 
give the people of Oldham 
a final chance to “save 
their country”. 

It all seemed 
good. Too good in 
fact and it was. 

The BNP has 
entered the 
election with 
little chance of 
achieving a good 
result. It will be 
squeezed by the 
Liberal Democrats 
and the Labour Party, 
who are 


Al alicemagte)(acm Bloltc 4 
Adams: the BNP 
knows he has no 


chance in Oldham 


fighting a vicious and intense 
battle following Phil Woolas's 
removal from office. 

It is contesting the election 
with few local activists, 
relying instead on supporters 
coming in from other parts of 
the North West. The lack 
of local support stems from 
the party's decision, at 
national level, to impose 
Adams as candidate over 
Anita Corbett, a local activist. 

Corbett has stood for the 
BNP on many occasions but 
was supplanted because she 
has been a longtime critic of 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
or rather remained friends 
with a number of his critics, 
and has fallen out with 
several BNP North West 
regional 
organisers over 
the past few 
years. It was also 

rumoured that 
Corbett was 
bankrupt and 
so ineligible to 
stand, but it 
was the 
manner in 
which she was 
pushed 


aside that annoyed her 
friends. During a series of 
internet postings, party 
officers smeared and 
undermined Corbett to the 
extent that several Oldham 
BNP activists are now refusing 
to help Adams. 

The choice of Adams in 
preference to Corbett has 
particularly upset the party's 
Yorkshire MEP Andrew Brons 
and his constituency office 
manager Chris Beverley, who 
rushed over to Oldham 
before Christmas to campaign 
for Corbett. Brons has been 
careful to remain loyal to the 
BNP but is in regular 
communication with Griffin's 
opponents both inside and 
outside the party. 

Of course, neither Adams 
nor Corbett were initially 
supposed to be standing in the 
election. In mid-December 
the BNP announced that 
Griffin was to be the candidate 
but he quickly changed his 
mind when the Liberal 
Democrats caught everyone 
by surprise by breaking 
convention and moving the 
election for early January. 

A long drawn out election 
offered Griffin the chance to 
rally his party around him, 
campaign enough to get a 
respectable vote and, above 
all, fundraise. The early 
election changed all that. 
There would be little 
opportunity to campaign so 
the party's vote would be 
poor, which would only 
demoralise supporters and 
encourage internal 
opponents. Additionally, a 
three-week campaign, 
especially one including the 
Christmas period, offered little 
chance of raising much 
money, something of which 
the party is desperately short. 

The BNP of course will not 
admit this and its website 
gives the appearance that 
the party is running a highly 
professional and intensive 
campaign. 

Thursday 13 January will 
tell us how much the BNP is 
deluding its supporters. | 


Shock tacties from Jim Dowson (right) 


Dowson returns to the anti-abortionists 


By Matthew Collins 


NEVER ONE to let the grass grow under his 
feet, Jim Dowson, the British National 
Party's fundraiser for three years, has re- 
emerged as the man behind a number of 
shocking anti-abortion leaflets circulating in 
the Irish Republic. 

Dowson, who had effectively become 
consigliere to Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
always portrays himself as a hardline 
Protestant and Ulster loyalist, but this has 
not stopped him trying to cash in on wells 
of deep Catholic conservatism in the 
Republic. Before Griffin courted his dubious 
talents, Dowson had built his empire from 
anti-abortion shock tactics in the country. 
Since their spectacular falling out late last 
year, Dowson has returned to doing what 
he does best while the party he left behind 
is struggling to pay salaries and the growing 
legal bills for which its remaining members 
consider him largely responsible. 

But the BNP connection with the “UK 
Life League” does not end with Dowson. 
Also working from the former BNP bunker 
in Belfast is Dowson's teenage daughter 
Alice, under her married name of 
Kernaghan. Alice, who is pregnant, used to 
stick envelopes for the BNP but is now 
described as “National Coordinator" of the 
League, while Dowson claims he is merely 
“doing a bit of design” for the pressure 
group. The League's website tries to shock 
by featuring sickening images claimed to be 
of aborted babies. 


Dowson is said to be desperate to move to 
Spain where he has a small property, 
allegedly in the belief that he can escape the 
bitter and resentful intentions of angry BNP 
members. Searchlight understands that Paul 
Golding, the BNP’s Sevenoaks councillor and 
a former senior party employee, has joined 
Dowson's operation mailing out anti-abortion 
materials from Belfast. Having helped 
orchestrate last year's purges from the BNP of 
its webmaster Simon Bennett, its publicity 
officer Mark Collett and later the failed party 
leadership contender Eddy Butler, Golding 
has apparently decided to stick with the cash 
cow that he considers Dowson is, even if it 
means confrontation with the party's other 
martial arts exponent, the “Pied Piper of 
Spennymoor” Adam Walker. 

Sources in the BNP tell us that Walker, the 
party's staff manager, and Clive Jefferson, its 
national elections officer, are both champing 
at the bit to flex their muscles against 
Dowson, though neither seems quite willing 
to step out from behind the shadow now 
being cast on all things anti-Dowson by the 
expert in party purges, Patrick Harrington, 
general secretary of the BNP's fake trade 
union Solidarity and old colleague of Griffin 
from National Front “political soldier" days. 
The Police Service of Northern Ireland 
would do well to pay attention to the 
comings and going at both the sea port of 
Larne and Belfast International Airport over 
the coming few months. 
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AN INFLUENTIAL far-right activist 
has called for union between the UK 
Independence Party and British 
National Party in an attempt to 


whitewash the BNP’s racism and nazi 


past by hiding behind its larger, anti- 
EU rival. 

Eddy Butler, who was expelled 
from the BNP after trying to 
challenge Nick Griffin to a leadership 
election last summer but remains an 
important figure on the extreme 
right, said in a message for the new 
year that a party that united the 
UKIP, BNP and the various smaller 
groups “on the patriotic, 
nationalistic, ‘right-wing’, populist, 
non-politically correct, identity- 
related side of the spectrum” 
would “have over 30,000 members” 
and “instantly be a major force in 
British politics”. 

He recognises, however, that 
“it would take compromise” and 
“putting aside preconceived ideas 
about each other” - a reference to 
the BNP’s violence and extremism 
and the image of the UKIP as 
“Tory types” - and that “jealous 
personalities”, the biggest of 
whom is Griffin, will not let 
it happen. 

Butler believes such a 
union would benefit the UKIP 
as it “would give them 
relevance” between 
European elections. 

For the BNP “it would 
provide respectability 

and distance form a more 
violent and hard-line past”. 

According to Butler only 
a “tiny minority” in the UKIP 
“hate everything to do with the 
BNP”. However a spokesman for 
the UKIP told Searchlight “[Unity] 
is not going to happen. We reject 
the whole concept completely out 
of hand”. 

The BNP meanwhile continues to 
demonstrate its incompetence and 
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By Sonia Gable 


dictatorial nature. When Butler 
appealed against his expulsion, which 
he considers was “irregular” under the 
terms of the party constitution, he 
was told an appeal tribunal would be 
arranged for January. 

This has now been denied. 
Knowing that Butler probably had a 
strong case, Andy McBride, the BNP’s 
South East regional organiser, 
decided that Butler was not entitled 
to a tribunal because he was only a 
“probationary member” with less 
than two years’ membership, despite 
the party’s earlier acceptance that he 
had the required five years’ 


Nick Griffin: 
facing the 
end of the 
good times 


continuous membership to stand for 
the leadership! 

The basis for the decision by 
McBride, whom Butler describes as 
“ineffective and semi-literate” — so 
no different from most other party 
officers — is that Butler was 18 days 
late in renewing his membership in 
2009. However he retained the 
same membership number and 
renewal date. 


GRIFFIN LAW 

“T can recall a time in history, in 
another country, during the last days 
of a (ahem) controversial regime, 
when all sorts of decrees were sent 
forth from ‘ze bunker’ pronouncing 
severe punishments on those who 
were deemed to have transgressed”, 
wrote Butler. “The last twitches of a 
dying organism.” 

Commenting on the way Griffin 
and the BNP keep changing the rules 
to suit themselves, Butler continued: 
I think Mr McBride believes in Griffin 
Law — that parallel legal system, a bit 
like Sharia Law. It would seem that 

I am to be further punished by 
‘political admin’ (as opposed to a 
Sharia court).” 
Mark Walker, described as the 
BNP’s political administration 
officer, clearly comes from the 
same stable. Responding to a 
letter of resignation from the 
party from Chris Francis, 
Walker wrote: “Clearly you 
have very negative feelings 
towards the Party and our 
membership and this 
would, in any case, likely 
have resulted in actions 
leading to disciplinary 
proceedings. Best to jump before you 
were pushed.” 

Francis had done no more than 
express the widespread view that the 
party is “a cult dedicated to Nick 
Griffin ... The BNP has lost very 
many decent people over the last 


couple of years and there are very 
few decent people left in the party 
now. The party is now festering with 
**** & yes men and I for one am glad 
to be gone,” he added. 

Another demoralised former 
activist is Roy Jones, who was the 
party's North East Scotland organiser 
until he resigned last month over 
“King Nick and his rotten corrupt 
regime”. Among his complaints are 
Griffin’s waste of hundreds of 
thousands of pounds in dragging the 
party through the courts and the 
party’s inability to conduct a 
leadership action “without resorting 
to hatefull [sic] smear campaings 
[sic] against the challenger (Eddy 
Butler) and suspending /expelling 
anyone who supported a challenge 
(myself included)”. 

Jones claims that the BNP in 
Scotland “has been wrecked by the 
Sycophantic Mentally unstable liar” 
Gary Raikes, the party’s Scotland 
regional organiser. 

Like Butler, Jones points out that 
the party has still not produced its 
2009 accounts, which were due six 
months ago. On 31 December 
Griffin wrote on Twitter: “Just 
finished my report to go with 2009 
accounts which auditor says are 
now virtually ready”. 

As Butler commented: “This 
person is congratulating himself on 
almost having the 2009 accounts 
ready when they should have been 
handed in before 7th July”. If the 
national and regional accounts are 
submitted after 7 January 2011, the 
party will be liable to £2,500 in fines. 
The record delay follows several 
declarations by Griffin and the 
party’s succession of treasurers that 
all the party’s financial functions 
were being run in a professional way 
with the sort of controls one would 
find in a multinational company. 

Griffin’s statement contrasts with 
Butler's revelation that the party’s 


(left) New BNP 
“broken heart” logo 


(right) Eddy Butler: 
UKIP has rejected 

his unity call 
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independent auditors, Silver and Co, 
were still trying to verify with branch 
treasurers that the bank and cash 
balances in their local records were 
the same as the figures provided by 
the regional treasurer. Butler claims 
“they are massively out” and local 
treasurers are refusing to confirm 
the figures. 


STAFF NOT PAID 

The accounts are unlikely to reveal 
the full extent of the BNP’s current 
dire financial straits as much of 
Griffin’s reckless spending on legal 
actions and employment tribunals 
has occurred since 31 December 
2009. The BNP is reported to have 
closed most of its offices and not paid 
party staff for two months, apart from 
Patrick Harrington, Griffin’s comrade 
from his National Front political 
soldier days, who now works for the 
party while still heading a rival group. 

Life members are calling for a 
refund as they did not receive their 
four free copies of the party’s Identity 
magazine, which it cannot afford to 
print. A bequest of £65,000 received 
in September in the will of a 
supporter who appeared to have no 
family and friends probably went 
straight to lawyers to cover the BNP’s 
huge legal bills. Unfortunately a 
further £109,000 was due to follow 
from the same soutce. 

Last month the Electoral 
Commission pronounced the BNP 
guilty of breaching electoral 
legislation by “failing to keep 
accounting records sufficient to 
explain, with reasonable accuracy, 
the financial position of the party at 
the time”. The verdict followed a long 
investigation into the party's 2008 
accounts. However the BNP will 
suffer no penalty as the legislation, 


which has since been amended, did 
not allow for anything less than 
criminal proceedings against the 
treasurer at the time, who no longer 
holds the post. 

Butler is calling for members not 
to fund Griffin by renewing, a 
turnaround from his previous 
position. Griffin is clearly feeling the 
pinch. At the party’s annual 
conference in December he admitted 
that the party had made mistakes 
and lost members. He appealed for 
them to return, claiming the party 
had moved on. 

Where the party has moved was 
revealed in Griffin’s speech at a 
dinner on the eve of the 
conference, in which he called for 
“increased militancy” against Islam. 
In attempt to revitalise the 
beleaguered party he promised it 
would “start acting as well as talking 
about protecting Britain”. The party 
is currently targeting a mosque 
planned for Bletchley. 

The just over 100 people at the 
conference were also the first to 
see the BNP’s new logo, a heart- 
shaped cut-out from the Union 
flag. “This logo will illustrate 
exactly what this party is about,” 
said Griffin, incongruously 
describing it later as a 
“combination of innocence and 
love”. Others pointed out the 
similarities with a Conservative 
party emblem and Searchlight 
dubbed it the “broken heart”. 

Some party members felt it was too 
soft and conflicted with Griffin's call 
for street militancy. Griffin’s replied 
that the party still wanted to win 
elections and needed an image that 
would not “frighten the horses”. 

Strangely the new logo does not yet 
appear on the BNP’s website. 5 
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As we recall 


GANG RAPIST 
LEADS BNP 
ELECTION 
CAMPAIGN 


If you’ve recently received a British National Party 
leaflet through your door the chances are that it might 
have been delivered by sick rapist Robert Bennett. 


Bennett, 59, spent five years in prison for his part in a 
terrifying gang rape involving two young white women. 
Today evil Bennett is coordinating the party’s election 
leafleting campaign in Oldham in the hope that he can 
get his crazy nazi pals elected. 


Bennett was part of a five-man gang who lured two 
17-year-olds into a house before gang raping them. 


The judge recognised that Bennett was the ringleader 
of the gang. Passing sentence he said, “You, Robert 
Bennett, are the eldest of five and | am satisfied that 
you were one of the prime movers of what happened 
that November evening and morning”. 


It says something about the type of party the BNP is 
when they have a convicted gang rapist running their 
election leafleting campaign. 

The next time the BNP come knocking at your door just 


remember you might be staring into the eyes of brutal 
rapist Robert Bennett. 


Nazi League PO Box 2566, London N4 1WJ 


P&P Anti 


Evil rapist 
Robert Bennett 


Rapists, drug dealers, hooligans 
and perverts. The BNP has them all. 


Is this really the party for you? 
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As the BNP 
contests 

the Oldham 
East and 
Saddleworth 
by-election 
this month 
Nick Lowles 
recalls how 
the BNP was 
prevented from 
capitalising 
on its early 
success in 
the town. 


(right) Nick Griffin at the 
declaration of the results of 
the 2001 general election in 
Oldham West and Royton, 
where the returning officer 
did not allow any candidates 
to make speeches because 
of the heightened tension 

in the town 


National Party's first political 

breakthrough and a dead 
cert for its first councillors since 
Derek Beackon's brief electoral 
success in east London in 1993. 
After months of rising tensions 
the riots in Oldham of May 2001 
gave Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
a political and publicity boost that 
led to him polling 16.1% in the 
general election a couple of weeks 
later. It was easily the BNP's best 
election result and it put the far- 
right party on the political map. 

Further success in the following 
year's local elections seemed 
certain. That it was not achieved 
was due in no small part to a 
Searchlight story that broke three 
weeks before polling day. 

Understanding that Oldham was 
to be a major BNP target in the 
2002 local elections, Searchlight 
established an operation to gather 
as much information as it could 
about the local party branch, its 
members and supporters and 
its election plans. Over the course 
of the next ten months Searchlight 
put three people inside Oldham 
BNP in what was one of our most 
intense and coordinated 
operations to date. 

There was little we did not know. 
We established the BNP's target 
seats before they were announced, 
received regular updates about 
canvass returns and got a feel for 
its strengths and weaknesses. 

One of the major aims of this 
project was to identify the BNP's 


t was the scene of the British 


key activists. Month after month 


we monitored and photographed | 
party branch meetings and socials — 
and followed activists on 


campaign days. We quickly learnt _ 


that Oldham BNP included 
hardline nazis, football hooligans 
and people with criminal records, 
many of whom occupied senior 
branch positions. 

We were able to identify the 
majority of those later convicted 
for “triggering” the Oldham 
riots as active BNP supporters. 
We provided evidence to the 
media that convicted and banned 
Oldham football hooligans were 
regular activists with the BNP. 
But most importantly, we 
uncovered the criminal 
background of Robert Bennett. 


The impact 


was 
amazing. 
People 
were 
standing 
still in the 
street 
reading the 
leaflet and 
suddenly, 
everything 
we had 
been saying 
about the 
criminality 
of the BNP 
struck a 
chord 


Bennett came to our attention 
in summer 2001 as we began 
monitoring BNP meetings. 

At first his own secrecy ensured 
we knew nothing about him. 
Within Oldham BNP everyone 
knew there was something not 
quite right about him but no one 
seemed to have any details. 
Gradually, however, we began 
piecing together the criminal 
side of Bennett, which he had 
tried to hide. 

After weeks of intensive 
research in Oldham, Manchester 
and Leeds libraries we discovered 
that in addition to two convictions 
for armed robbery Bennett had 
served a five-year sentence for his 
part in the rape of two 17-year-old 
women back in 1976. We had hit 
the jackpot. 

We sat on the information for 
several months knowing that its 
impact would be greater the closer 
to the election it emerged. In the 
meantime, and working closely 
with the excellent Oldham United 
Against Racism organisation, we 
campaigned tirelessly against the 
BNP. We focused on its criminality 
knowing full well what we had up 
our sleeve. 

Three weeks before polling day, 
we released our story. On the 
day the Sunday Mirror ran an 
article on Bennett we began 
distributing thousands of leaflets in 
some of the BNP's heartlands. 

The following day we targeted 
school gates and other places where 
local women would be present. 

“Gang rapist leads BNP election 
campaign,” read the headline. 

“If you've recently received a 
British National Party leaflet 
through your door the chances are 
that it might have been delivered 
by sick rapist Robert Bennett,” 
the leaflet began. 

“Bennett, 59, spent five years in 
prison for his part in a terrifying 
gang rape involving two young 
white women. Today evil Bennett 
is coordinating the party's election 
leafleting campaign in Oldham in 
the hope that he can get his crazy 
nazi pals elected.” 

We explained what he had done 
and added a quote from the 
judge. We ended the leaflet with 
the warning: “The next time the 
BNP come knocking at your door 


just remember you might be 
staring into the eyes of brutal 
rapist Robert Bennett.” 

It was, quite easily, one of our 
hardest hitting leaflets and was 
written by me and the former 
Labour MP Martin Salter. 

The impact was amazing. 
People were standing still in the 
street reading the leaflet and 
suddenly, everything we had been 
saying about the criminality of the 
BNP struck a chord. 

The BNP froze like rabbits in the 
headlights. Unsure of how to 
respond, the party's political 
immaturity and conspiratorial 
mind only made matters worse. 
Rather than holding its hands up 
with ignorance and apologising to 
voters, the BNP responded by 
claiming that Bennett was a 
Searchlight/Labour Party plant 
sent into the BNP to discredit it. 
This instantly gave us a follow-up 
story and within 24 hours a new 
leaflet was in circulation which 
repeated the Bennett rape story 
and accused the BNP of covering it 
up to protect itself. 

Much worse was to come. 
When the Oldham Chronicle 
pursued the story the BNP went for 
the editor, posting an article on its 
website headed, “Gang rape 
shame of newspaper editor”. It was 
the worst thing the party could 
have done. Up until that point the 
paper had taken a neutral position 
towards the BNP — not liking its 
politics but accepting that it spoke 
for some in the white community. 

By targeting the editor, a fact 
that we dutifully brought to his 
intention, the BNP pushed him off 
the fence. Two weeks later, on the 
eve of the election, a front-page 
editorial called on readers to shun 
the BNP at the polls. 

The BNP failed to win any seats 
and before long was in steep 
decline. Today it struggles even to 
find candidates to stand in local 
elections. While much of the 
long-term credit must go to 
Oldham United Against Racism 
for its tireless campaigning, it is 
also important to reflect on the 
impact the gang rape story had. 
It stopped the BNP dead in its 
tracks and created lasting enemies 
in the town. The BNP never fully 
recovered. a 
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Double trouble 


David Williams reports on the Swinton Circle's warring factions 


PORTCULLIS HOUSE in Westminster 
was the scene of a particularly farcical 
attempt on 7 December by the two 
squabbling factions of the London 
Swinton Circle (LSC) to stage a 
meeting, using the same name in the 
same room with the same speaker. 

The LSC, which for years has served 
as something of a bridge between the 
far right of the Conservative Party and 
the hinterland of the extreme right, 
split in June 2008 since when both 
factions have claimed to be the “real” 
Swinton Circle. Allan Robertson, a 
former chairman of the Scottish 
Monday Club who edits the Tough 
Talking from the Right newsletter, leads 
one group. The other is led by Alan 
Harvey, who also runs the pro- 
apartheid Springbok Club. Harvey, a 
former National Front member who 
from 1980 to 1987 edited the SA Patriot, 
a racist and antisemitic newsletter, 
dropped the word “London” from his 
group's name following his expulsion 
from Robertson's committee. 

The latest outbreak of warfare 
between Allan and Alan appears to be 
the result of both men laying claim to 
the “same” Swinton Circle meeting 
featuring Philip Hollobone, the 
Conservative MP for Kettering, who 
came to attention when he tried and 
failed to introduce a Parliamentary Bill 
to outlaw the burka and niqab. 

The police had been forewarned and 
were at the door of the meeting in 
Room T in the building that houses 
many MPs’ offices. Around 20 people 
attended but only those whom Harvey 
identified were permitted entry. 

Harvey’s faction thus appears to 
have emerged triumphant. Hollobone 
addressed the meeting, which 
continued until everyone was kicked 
out at 8.00pm. Robertson's faction 
were left out in the cold, denied the 
pleasure of listening to Hollobone and 
now seemingly denied even the use of 
the Swinton Circle name, official 
recognition for which appears to have 
passed to Harvey’s faction. 

Where this leaves Robertson's group 
is unclear. Harvey ended his meeting 
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Alan Harvey who in 2005 travelled to Gibraltar to lay a wreath at the Trafalgar cemetery to 
celebrate the 200th anniversary of the famous battle 


boasting: “I think we have won the 
case. I hope we never see those people 
again”. Despite Harvey’s evident 
jubilation it is unlikely that the feud 
has run its course. 

In barring members of Robertson's 
faction from the room, the police were 
apparently under the impression that 
the people trying to “infiltrate” the 
Swinton Circle meeting were British 
National Party members. 

This was not too far off the mark. 

In 1986 The Guardian quoted 
Robertson saying he found a “general 
liaison” with the BNP “helpful”. 

Given that attitude it is unsurprising 
to find LSC meetings frequented by 
individuals such as Andrew Slade, a 
BNP supporter spotted some years ago 
at a Right Now! conference sporting a 
French National Front t-shirt; Joe 
Gould, an ageing BNP supporter last 
seen on a demonstration in 2007 
called by the openly nazi British 
People’s Party in support of the 
Holocaust denier Ernst Ziindel, who at 
the time was in prison; and Bill 
Binding, a former Ku Klux Klan and 
BNP member who frequented LSC 
events until his death in 2007. 

LSC gatherings were also addressed 
by individuals such as Alistair 
McConnachie, formerly a senior UK 


Independence Party member, whose 
political career with that party was 
terminated after he sent an email to 
another senior member declaring: 

“T don't accept that gas chambers were 
used to execute Jews for the simple 
fact there is no direct physical 
evidence to show that such gas 
chambers ever existed”. 

Harvey’s political stance is no more 
acceptable, however. In December 
2000, Harvey declared to Africa News: 
“We see ourselves as the nucleus of the 
[white] South African resistance 
movement in exile”. Despite this, his 
detractors continue to accuse him of 
being a Searchlight “mole”. 

Despite the dwindling membership 
and extremism of both Swinton 
Circles, neither of which punches the 
group's former weight on the 
Conservative right, Conservative MPs 
still accept invitations to address 
meetings. Gordon Henderson, the 
MP for Sittingbourne and Sheppey, 
is due to speak to Harvey's group on 
8 February and a big name, whose 
identity Harvey declined to disclose, 
will address the group on 8 March. 

Perhaps Conservative Campaign 
Headquarters should take a closer look 
at the company some of its MPs are 
keeping. ss] 
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Jonathan Bowden 
to address US 
racist meeting 


JONATHAN BOWDEN (pictured), the 
former BNP “cultural officer”, is to address 
a major “white nationalist" conference in 
the United States next month. Bowden 
remains a regular speaker at BNP events 
despite his leading role in the New Right 
group led by the former National Front 
“political soldier" Troy Southgate, 

Bowden, whose talk is headed: “Does 
the United States Have a Future?", is 
currently third in the line-up for the 
American Renaissance conference in 
Charlotte, North Carolina, in February, 
organised by the prominent American 
racist, Jared Taylor. 

Bowden is described on the American 
Renaissance website as a “spell-binding 
speaker” with “a tremendous following 
in Britain” — something of an 
exaggeration to put it mildly. However he 
is currently playing second fiddle to two 
mystery speakers, one a “distinguished” 
US academic with “emeritus” status, the 
other “one of the most dynamic leaders 
of the one of the most dynamic 
nationalist parties in Europe" [sic]. 

Taylor is playing his cards close to his 
chest to avoid a repetition of last year 
when the conference, in which 
participants are officially allowed to use a 
nom de guerre, was cancelled following 
the concerted efforts of American anti- 
fascist activists to deprive it of its venue. 


Thurrock councillor quits BNP 


EMMA COLGATE, the former BNP 
party manager and its sole Thurrock 
councillor, has resigned from the BNP 
and will sit as an independent until her 
term of office ends in May. 

In a press release handed out before a 
full council meeting on 24 November 
Colgate stated that it had been a “very 
tough decision", but “Il have been 
unhappy with the leadership of the 
BNP for some time and | feel the 
direction the current leadership are 
taking the party is not in the interest of 
the British public”. 

She took the opportunity to restate 
her belief in the “core values” of the 
racist party and refused to rule out 
returning to the BNP if Nick Griffin were 
no longer party leader. She simply could 
not represent the BNP any longer, 
however, because it was “falling apart 
due to mismanagement". 

Her decision will make no difference 
to Thurrock voters. Until turning up to 
the November council meeting Colgate 
had not attended a meeting since 
30 June. It has been reported that she 
has not opened mail from constituents 
for several months, her voicemail is full 
and emails bounce back. 

Her resignation is a further blow to 


the BNP, which is continuing to 
haemorrhage activists and elected 
representatives as a result of 
demoralisation at the party's electoral 
failure, Griffin's incompetent 
dictatorship and internal disputes. 


Emma Colgate: ; 
Photo: David Mortman 


BNP parliamentary candidate jailed 


THE BNP CANDIDATE for Berwick in 
the last general election has been 
jailed for forging the signature of the 
former manager of the public house 
he ran in Northumberland to assist in 
its sale. 

Peter Mailer (pictured) was given 
an 18-month sentence after a jury 
found him guilty of forging the 
signature of Trudy Waugh, 
who had won a tribunal case 
against him for unfair 
dismissal from the pub after 
he took over the Hen and 
Chickens Hotel in Berwick in 
1999. Mailer, 54, was 
ordered to pay Waugh 
several thousand ee 
pounds in 
compensation 
but failed to 
do so. 

A county 
court 


charge was put on the pub, which 
meant that the business could not be 
sold. But Mailer passed the hotel to 
his brother in 2006 for £245,000, 
the court heard, by forging Waugh's 
signature. When an accountant 
investigated the outstanding 
compensation it emerged that two 
key documents in the sale had been 
forged. One was a bogus 
agreement between him and 
Waugh, the other was a Land 
Registry form stating the charge 
had been removed. 
Mailer now faces a proceeds-of- 
_ crime hearing in an attempt to 
F} recover some of the 
™,_ proceeds of his illegal 
“, activities. He has also 
been stripped of his 
other pub licences. 
\ The BNP has been 
_, strangely quiet 
) about the affair. 


January 2011 | Searchlight | 21 


SIMON DARBY (left, with former 
BNP councillor Richard Barnbrook), 
the British National Party's former 
deputy leader, is nothing if not 
predictable. The extraordinary cold 
snap in late November to early 
December had him once more saying 
“so much for global warming”. 
Perhaps even less surprising was 
Darby standing up for the UK 
Independence Party MEP Godfrey 
Bloom, who was ejected from the 
chamber of the European Parliament 
for shouting “ein Volk, ein Reich, 
ein Fuihrer" at the German MEP 
Martin Schulz, leader of the Socialist 
and Democrat Group. 

While it is the preferred greeting for 
the BNP’s own leader, Nick Griffin MEP, 
Darby felt it was sheer “left-wing bully 


boy tactics” that got Bloom ejected and 


not a sense of decency. 
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News from 
the sewers 


Matthew Collins shines his Searchlight 
into the sewers of the far right 


Uh} 


“MEMBERS OF the public need to play 
their part in warning pensioners in 
particular of a new widespread 
telephone scam operation which preys 
upon vulnerable people and deducts 
huge amounts from their credit cards," 
Nick Griffin told the BNP's website last 
month. Was this some way of 
announcing that the notorious BNP 
begging centre, formerly based in 
Belfast, was now up and running in 
England again? 


xe 


WHETHER THE BNP is missing the 
dubious legal talents of the departed 
and often demented Lee Barnes 
remains a mystery, but his 
conspiratorial charm has not diminished 
since he moved to the tiny splinter 
group, the British Freedom Party. 
Having already hastened the departure 


Tam Atclaalelatclan 


STIEG LARSSON (1954-2004) @ 5 A 
KLAUS HARBART (1955-2005) 


Their work for the anti-fascist 
cause will always be valued and 


never forgotten 


ZaL2 


oer. 


ZITA 


— 


of the BFP’s inaugural treasurer, Barnes 
has been musing on his blog about the 
death of modern society and the 
rebirth of some other kind of society. 
That's pretty standard fare for the 
British far right, though Barnes has 
never been one merely to lament. 

Barnes likes to vent his purple haze in 
tortured verse: “... a gift into the 
darkness of the fallen world,” if you 
will. When he is finally driven out of 
the BFP and off to “levelling every 
faction before its flood", he might end 
up in the National Front. 

The NF is particularly desperate these 
days. Perhaps it was Barnes who 
inspired its belief that a white hood and 
burning cross should be enough to get 
your average “patriot” elected. 

Could this also be why the NF is now 
encouraging its few members to try 
their hand at poetry too? | can just 
imagine them standing in some shed, 
chewing their Aryan pencils, trying to 
think of something that rhymes with 
digger, or pew. 

But they should avoid Barnes's advice 
at all costs. He recently made the 
bizarre suggestion that his readers 
should say at a job interview: “"l am as 
gay as the gayest man in the whole of 
the gay kingdom, just that | am 
presently not sucking dicks’. That 
should ensure you get the job.” 

As far as we're aware, Barnes has no 
work record of note. 
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Unclear court order keeps 


Griffin out of pri 


By Sonia Gable 


AN 18-MONTH legal battle between 
the British National Party and the 
Equality and Human Rights Commission 
ended with Nick Griffin being declared 
not guilty of contempt of court. 
However it was not a victory for the 
racist party. 

The EHRC had accused the BNP 
leader and two former BNP senior 
officers, Tanya Lumby and Simon Darby, 
of failing to comply with an order to 
remove potentially racist clauses from 
the party's constitution. But the High 
Court rejected its application to commit 
the defendants to prison. 

The EHRC action, which started in 
August 2009, resulted in the BNP 
removing rules that only allowed 
“indigenous British" people to join the 
party. At an extraordinary general 
meeting of the party on 14 February 
2010, the party agreed a bulky new 
constitution, most of which members 
had not even seen. Griffin also took the 
Opportunity to slip in provisions that 
gave him dictatorial powers and made it 
almost impossible to unseat him. 

On 12 March Judge Collins ruled that 
the new constitution no longer 
contained direct discrimination but that 
the requirement for new members to 
adhere to the party's principles, which 
included a pledge to restore the 
“indigenous British as the overwhelming 
majority of the British population, was 
indirectly discriminatory and unlawful. 

He therefore issued an order 
preventing Griffin from requiring 
support for the unacceptable principles 
as a condition of membership and 
ordered that the party remain closed to 
new members, which it had been since 
October 2009 causing it considerable 
financial loss, until Griffin had complied 
with the order. 

Being a dictator, Griffin was able 
unilaterally to change the constitution 
later that day, and immediately 
reopened the party to membership. 


(left to right) Steve Blake, lan Dawson and Kenny Smith: Nick Griffin must pay them £45,000 


The EHRC did not agree that his 
changes complied with the order and 
issued contempt proceedings. 

In a judgement on 17 December the 
High Court found that the order of 12 
March was capable of two interpretations. 
It was unclear whether it was “directed 
only to the conditions on which persons 
are admitted to membership of the BNP 
or whether they extend to the conditions 
attaching to membership once entry to 
the party has been gained”. 

That being so, “it would be wrong for 
a person to be committed for contempt 
on the basis that, on one of two possible 
meanings, he has breached the terms of 
the injunction", the court ruled. 

The court recognised the difficulties 
faced by the EHRC by the many 
revisions to the BNP constitution, so that 
it was not always clear which version 
was in force. It was also not helped by 
the fact that the EHRC's original case 
had concerned the conditions of entry to 
membership rather than discrimination 
against members in terms of benefits, 
facilities or services. However, such a 
case might not have succeeded in view 
of a statement by counsel for Ms Lumby 
that there was no benefit to being a 
BNP member as any decision by 
members could be vetoed by Griffin. 

The BNP greeted the judgement by 
crowing over its “victory”. “This is a 


great day for the British National Party," 
Mr Griffin said. “We have won a 
spectacular David and Goliath victory 
for freedom." 

He would do well to heed the court's 
warning: “The court has been concerned 
on this occasion primarily with the scope 
of the order made by Judge Collins. 

It has not been concerned with the more 
general question whether any aspects of 
the BNP's current constitution infringe 
the prohibition on discrimination on the 
grounds of race now contained in 

the Equality Act 2010, which may have 
to be considered on another occasion." 

It is unclear to what point the BNP will 
have to pay the legal costs. The BNP 
delayed acting and eventually was 
forced to comply up to 12 March and is 
likely to be liable at least for the EHRC's 
costs up to then. 

Any costs of this case will come on 
top of an order last month to pay 
£45,000 towards costs to four former 
BNP employees who became known as 
the “December rebels". Steve Blake, 
Kenny Smith, lan Dawson, and Nichola 
Smith lost their jobs after they criticised 
other BNP officers in December 2007 
and later Griffin himself. 

Butler reports that a further £40,000 is 
likely to be payable to the four and that 
Griffin's own legal bill in the action is 
around £30,000. 2 
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Tony Bamber, who 
addressed the nazi rally 
on behalf of the BNP 


SWEDEN SES 
BNP man joins nazi: mai urtyt 


Lisa Bjurwald reports from Salem for Expo" 


MORE THAN 700 nazis carried flaming Also noteworthy is the increasing] 
torches through the Stockholm suburb _ intense international collaborat 

of Salem on 11 December to Eriksson, together with 
commemorate the murder of a young Swedish nazis, recently 
skinhead. They included activists from representatives of the Germarmm 
the hardcore nazi Swedish Resistance National Democratic Party (NP D 
Movement, the so-called Free Udo Pastors, a leading NPD 
Nationalists, the National Democrats spoke at Salem. "a 


and the Party of Swedes, formerly the For the first time, a British atiO 
National Socialist Front. Party representative was inwifec ontc 
Daniel Wretstré6m became a nazi the platform. Tony Bamber’s eccentrit=. 
martyr ten years ago and a massive manner and bizarre dress failed to 
propaganda effort was made for this impress apart from a few passages “= 
year’s march. The “Swedish youth — about “Viking blood”. 3 
Sweden's future” project, run by A decade on, the Salem march has 
activists from the Free Nationalists acquired its own symbolic value with 


network and the nazi website Info-14, | Wretstrém’s death just an excuse to 
printed and distributed 27,000 papers, gather and agitate against immigrants, 


mainly targeting young men aged Jews and Muslims. If xenophobia 
18-20. continues to grow and the views of the 
Even so the march was hardly a Islamophobic Sweden Democrats * 
success with 750 participants, become more accepted, less extreme 
including a large mob of Germans, youth might be attracted to the march , 
compared to 500 last year. However in future. It also serves to bring the 
this does not reflect the full extent of various nazi groups together and may 
Sweden's extreme right as it takes an spark greater cooperation during the 


active commitment to nazi ideology to __ rest of the year. #8] 
march unmasked in front of police, 
press and bystanders. fh ; 

The racist Sweden Democrats’ entry Sy ee a 
into parliament has given the extreme 2 
right an energy boost. “Stop the hatred 
of Swedes”, stated the banner carried 
at the front of the march, which was 
otherwise free of placards. 

This message was underlined in the 
speech given by the notorious far-right 
publicist Dan Eriksson. The movement 
may have launched the term “anti- 
Swedishness” (hostility to Swedes), 
Eriksson said, but today the expression 
is being used in the Swedish 
parliament. His hateful statement 
about non-European foreigners — a 
“black-brown, spice-stinking slew” 
that should be sent packing — was met 
with wild cheers and stamping. 
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Jobbik reverts to militancy 


From Janosz Malterik reports from Budapest 


IN A DESPERATE bid to put pressure on 
the right-wing Fidesz government, which 
has stolen some of its political clothes, the 
nazi Jobbik party looks set to step outside 
the parliamentary chamber and transplant 
its hate-filled ideas to the streets. 

The adoption of a more militant 
approach mirrors the position of Fidesz 
and its leader, Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban, from 2002, while in opposition, 
against the social liberal coalition 
government, when they mobilised 
socially disruptive street protests with 
strongly antisemitic undertones. 

Jobbik's first such action took place on 
16 November, the anniversary of the 
triumphant entry of the authoritarian 
counterrevolutionary Admiral Miklés 
Horthy into Budapest in 1919. In 2009 
Jobbik's ceremony included a stunt 
involving a person riding a white horse — 
as Horthy did in 1919 — to the Gellért 
Hotel and reciting the antisemitic speech 
about “the sinful city” of Budapest that 
he delivered there. 

In 2010 Jobbik celebrated, with police 
permission, at the parliament building 
where several hundred participants 
watched the statue of Mihaly Karolyi, 
the first prime minister and president of 
Hungary from 1918-1919, being 
vandalised. A Jewish yarmulke was put 
on Karolyi's head and a sign with the 
words “Trianon is my fault" hung 
around his neck while another group 
tried to topple the statue with ropes. 

The extreme right, and even some 
Fidesz leaders, falsely believe that 
Karolyi was responsible for the 1920 
Treaty of Trianon, which drastically 
reduced Hungary's borders. Among 
them is the speaker of the Hungarian 
parliament Laszlo K6vér, who wants the 
statue removed. 

The Fidesz government, which 
recorded landslide victories in the 
parliamentary and local elections in April 
and October 2010, is cynically exploiting 


its two-thirds majority to bring almost all 
the important political and cultural 
offices under its control and to ensure 
that the public service media and the 
newly established media regulatory 
authority toe the party line. 

Cultural and media figures with a 
viewpoint different to Fidesz have to 
watch their step and kowtow to new 
Fidesz-appointed bureaucrats for whom 
obedience is everything and knowledge 
counts for little. Even constitutional law- 
making bodies, including the 
constitutional court, are surrendering 
their independence in what the Social 
Democratic-leaning daily Népszava has 
branded a “practical implementation 
of dictatorship”. 

Orban calls for a “rebirth of the 
nation” in the name of a vé/kisch 
Magyar “patriotism”, which believes in 
a racial-national community that does 
not end at the country’s present borders 
but extends into the entire Carpathian 
Basin. His fight for “old traditions" and 
his onslaught on liberal democracy and 
“Western hedonism” are part and parcel 
of this concept of “one nation, united 
by the voice of the heart, the voice of 
the blood, a thousand years of being 
together with a common goal, common 
thought and a common mission", as he 
stated in his speech on Hungary's 
National Day on 23 October. 

These policies have provoked anger in 
Jobbik as they take the wind out of its 
sails. As the militant “extension” of 
Fidesz, Jobbik is the most active 
opposition in the Hungarian parliament. 
As such it takes the government to task 
for its failure to bring members of the 
former government to justice and jail 
the Socialist former Prime Minister, 
Ferenc Gyurcsany. 

Meanwhile, Jobbik has opened an 
office in Ukraine, its second outside 


Hungary, on behalf of Béla Kovacs, one 


of Jobbik's three MEPs. 


Xenophobes win 
referendum 


Jean-Yves Camus in Geneva 


A PROPOSAL TO allow the state 
automatically to deport foreigners 
convicted of a serious crime 
attracted the support of 53% of 
Swiss voters in a referendum on 
28 November. 

The move by the right-wing 
populist Swiss People's Party (SVP) 
came a year after the vote that 
banned minarets. During a nasty 
campaign the SVP recycled the 
infamous poster of a group of white 
sheep kicking a black sheep off the 
Swiss flag, which it used in the 2007 
election. Another poster, designed 
to frighten, showed the brutal face 
of a man of obvious Balkan origin 
with the slogan: “Ivan S rapist and 
now a Swiss citizen?” . 

The vote revealed a sharp divide 
between the French and the 
German parts of Switzerland, as well 
as between cities and rural areas. 

In the German-speaking areas, it 
shows where the concept of 
Uberfremdung, or alteration of the 
national identity by foreigners, has 
become common parlance. 

The cities of Basel, Geneva, 
Neuchatel, Fribourg, Lausanne and 
Bern rejected the proposal as did a 
majority in the French cantons. 
Even in German-speaking, urban 
strongholds of the right such as 
Zurich and Lucerne, the “no” vote 
won, but in the “deep Swiss 
interior", where few foreigners are 
seen, the SVP proposal attracted 
66% support. 

The referendum result drew strong 
applause from the extreme right 
across Europe, most notably from 
the French National Front. It was 
also praised by Droite populaire, the 
archconservative wing of President 
Sarkozy's party, the Union for a 
Popular Movement (UMP). 
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Fascist leader 
Luca Romagnoli 
whose unity call 

was rejected 


Milan council forced to 
withdraw property offer to 


fascist party 
By Alfio Bernabei 


LUCA ROMAGNOLI, leader 
of the fascist Tricolour Flame, 
has failed in his appeals over 
the past six months to other 
far-right parties, including 
Roberto Fiore’s New Force 
(FN), to form a coalition as 
the only way to attract 3-4% 
in a general election. 

Their differences appear 
insurmountable. 

Although, in the political 
crisis that Silvio Berlusconi's 
slim victory in December's 
confidence vote leaves 
unresolved, both Romagnoli 
and Fiore keep calling for a 
general election, they know 
neither party would gain 
more than 1%. Their desire 
to attract voters dissatisfied 
with the swing to the centre 
by the “traitor”, the former 
fascist Gianfranco Fini, has 
not yet been translated into 
a strategy. 


Nationalists 
woo liberals 


From Ulyana 
Bobrova in Moscow 
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In the short term FN is 
concentrating on local 
elections. It has chosen 
Milan, Italy's industrial 
capital and the birthplace of 
fascism, for what it calls a 
major party relaunch and will 
contest the mayoral election 
there in spring. 

Alarmingly, the FN 
campaign initially received 
help from the local authorities. 
In the middle of last year FN 
put in an application to the 
council for a publicly owned 
building and got one in Corso 
Buenos Aires, a famous 
shopping street, similar to 
London's Oxford Street. 

It received the building on 
condition that it would not be 
used “as a sex shop, a kebab 
restaurant, a phone centre or 
a massage parlour”. That FN 
wanted to use it to recruit 
nazis seemed not to matter. 


A SECTION of the nationalist 
right launched a new bid to 
extend its circle of allies with a 
conference in Moscow on 

21 November to establish the 
Russian Citizens’ Union. 


When the mayor, Letizia 
Moratti, who was herself 
elected with some help from 
the far right, was asked why 
fascists could so easily rent 
council property she replied 
that she had read the news in 
the newspapers. 

Protests and demonstra- 
tions by anti-fascists, who 
united in a group called 
“Partisans in every quarter”, 
forced the council to 
withdraw the offer to FN, 
which now says it will take a 
“discrimination” case to the 
European Court. 

Meanwhile the FN will go 
ahead with its Milan election 
campaign. Its manifesto talks 
of unemployment, attacks 
greedy banks that have “taken 
away people's homes", 
promises “to give mothers the 


The conference was billed as 
the start of a new chapter in 
Russian history with the 
foundation of a “national 
democratic" movement that 
will begin “a broad co- 


courage to have children” and 
supports student 
demonstrations. In recent 
years FN has worked hard to 
expand its presence in schools 
and universities and is 
currently trying to play a big 
part in the nationwide protests 
against education cuts. 

Among FN's gimmicks to 
attract media attention are a 
demonstration against the 
Mafia in areas made famous 
by the film Gomorrah, a 
poster playing on the title of 
a famous TV quiz show and 
an invitation from Fiore to 
the former footballer Eric 
Cantona. Fiore has asked 
Cantona to address 
audiences in Italy as part of a 
campaign against banks, 
though Cantona may be 
unaware of it. 


operation between Russian 
nationalists and the 
democratic opposition”. 

The organising committee 
looked anything but 
democratic. Its three main 
representatives are Anton 
Suslov, a leading member of 
the hardcore racist Movement 
against Illegal Immigration 
(DPNI), Dmitri Feoktistov, the 
head of the National 
Democratic Movement, and 
Alexandr Khramov, a journalist 


Riots after death of Spartak hooligan 


BELGIUM 


Far-right party expels 


hardliners 


By Wim Haelsterman for AFF/Verzet — 


RésistanceS in Brussels 


A HARDLINE former police 
officer, who left the police 
after being convicted for 
“extreme violence” and 
racism, has been thrown 
out of the extreme-right 
Flemish Interest (VB). 

Bart Debie was expelled 
after he and his girlfriend, 
the former MP Valérie Seyns 
posted tasteless and 
vindictive messages on 
Facebook in which they 
shared their joy — 
“champagne!” — at the 
dramatic news that Marie- 
Rose Morel, a former VB MP 
and longstanding political 
opponent, had been struck 


down with a terminal illness. 


Morel, one of the most 
popular VB MPs ever, is 
losing her heavily publicised 
battle against cancer. 

The scandalous 
behaviour of Debie and 


and supporter of the National 
Democratic Alliance founded 
in March 2010. Although the 
organisers did not include 
leading Russian nationalists, 
the event was attended by 
some well known figures 
whose presence lent it 
credibility and importance. 

The conference agreed ona 
manifesto titled Nation! 
Freedom! Justice! which 
confirmed the current 
nationalist trend towards a 
“citizens’ rights" agenda that 
will take up social and 


Seyns demonstrates yet 
again the scale of the VB’s 
problems. Despite being 
part of the powerful 
“Antwerp connection” led 
by Filip Dewinter, Debie 
and Seyns were forced out 
by president Bruno 


Valkeniers, whose hand was 


forced because many VB 
members were loudly 
demanding their 
immediate dismissal. 

The highly controversial 
Debie, a personal friend of 
Dewinter, has also lost his 
job as official spokesman 
ofthe VB MPs in the 


Flemish parliament. He also 


sat on Antwerp city council. 
Debie was the driving 
force behind collaboration 
with the Islamophobic Pro 
K6ln movement in 
Germany. Seyns was a VB 
MP in the Brussels regional 


ecological issues. For example 
the fascist Russian Image 
organisation helped stage a 
solidarity rally for Mikhail 
Beketov, one of the founders 
of the movement to prevent 
the construction of a 
motorway through Khimki 
Forest, who was attacked in 
November 2008 by unknown 
assailants and left with 
permanent severe injuries. 
The conference could 
smooth the way for a 
broader coalition between 
nationalists and the 


Out: Bart Debie and his former MP girlfriend Valérie Seyns 


parliament but lost her seat 
in the last election. 

Meanwhile, the party 
leadership seems to have 
decided that Roeland Raes, 
a former VB vice president 
and senator, can remain a 
member after his 
conviction for Holocaust 
denial last year. The news 
has not been announced 
officially but Raes is still 
frequently seen at party 
events. 

Nobody really thought 


democratic opposition. 
Demands for liberalisation 
of the economy, freedom of 
speech and assembly and 
the abolition of Interior 
Ministry and security service 
departments responsible for 
political persecution sit 
alongside less liberal calls 
for a “redefinition” of 

the Russian republics in the 
north Caucasus, the 
transition to a regular army, 
“Russian national 
statehood” and a tougher 
immigration policy. 


that Raes, one of the 
founding fathers of the 
party in the 1970s anda 
long-term Flemish 
nationalist militant, would 
be thrown out despite the 
party’s official view that 
“there is no place for nazis 
and revisionists in the VB”. 
As if these events were 
not enough, the VB’s 
popularity is plummeting. 
Recent polls indicate that 
support for the party has 
plunged below 10%. 


The nationalist atmosphere 
is all too evident. On 6 
December, violent clashes in 
Moscow between Spartak 
fans and young men from 
the north Caucasus resulted 
in the death of a 28-year-old 
Spartak hooligan Yegor 
Sviridov. A suspect from 
Kabardino-Balkaria is in 
custody. The next evening, 
about 1,000 Spartak fans 
blocked a main road 
chanting “Russia for the 
Russians! Moscow for 
Muscovites!" 
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Revelations of fraud, violence 
and lies by Freedom Party MPs 
dominate coalition’s first weeks 


From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and Antifa-Net in Amsterdam 


DRAMATIC REVELATIONS have come 
to light about the criminal records and 
past misconduct of several MPs of Geert 
Wilders's Iskamophobic Freedom Party 
(PVV), on whose backing the Dutch 
minority coalition government depends. 

The PVV has 24 MPs in the 150-seat 
Parliament. It was their support that 
enabled the right-wing Liberals (VVD) 
and Christian Democrats (CDA) to form 
a cabinet in October despite only 
holding 52 seats. 

Eric Lucassen, the party's spokesman 
for safety and neighbourhoods, 
terrorised his neighbours in Haarlem 
between 2006 and 2009, it emerged. 
The former army sergeant and 
bodyguard had twice been arrested for 
intimidating, insulting and attacking his 
mainly elderly neighbours. He was also 
convicted in 2002 for having sexual 
relations with subordinates when he was 
an army instructor. 

Wilders, not normally shy about calling 
for strong measures, merely talked with 
Lucassen for two days but he refused to 
resign his parliamentary seat. Wilders, 
mindful of the coalition’s one-seat 
majority, allowed Lucassen to remain in 
the PVV but stripped him of his post. 

James Sharpe, however, was forced to 
quit his seat when it was revealed that 
the company he worked for had been 
fined heavily for misleading consumers. 

Jhim van Bemmel, the party's 
spokesman for consumer affairs, failed 
to tell Wilders about his conviction for 
fraud. And Marcial Hernandez, a 
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former commando and an MP since 
June 2010, was arrested in last 
September in a bar in The Hague 
where he was accused of violence. 

Hero Brinkman, a former Amsterdam 
police officer, was accused of violence 
against a bartender and a builder near 
his house in 2009. He was the only MP 
who refused to cooperate with a media 
investigation on politicians’ brushes with 
the law. The reason emerged soon 
afterwards — while a police officer 
Brinkman had dodged a breath test by 
dimming his lights and speeding away. 
He was later arrested at home drinking. 

And Richard de Mos, who is also a 
PVV councillor in The Hague, falsely 
claimed to have been a school director 
and stupidly defended himself by saying 
that he had completed all the education 
to qualify for the post. 

The government is having to make 
concessions to maintain Wilders's 
support. At the beginning of November, 
Gerd Leers, the CDA Minister for 
Immigration and Asylum Affairs, tried to 
extradite Iraqi refugees. The move was 
referred to the European Court of 
Human Rights, which ruled that 
extradition is prohibited where there is 
fear of a threat to life. 

Before the government took office 
Leers, the former mayor of Maastricht 
and a critic of Wilders, had apologised 
to the far-right populist for past 
remarks before his appointment to 
head a department that the PVV sees as 
all-important. 


Wilders suffered some embarrassment 
when it come to light that Marlies 
Veldhuijzen van Zanten-Hyllner, a VVD 
secretary of state, has dual Dutch and 
Swedish nationality. In 2007, Wilders filed 
ano confidence motion against Nebahat 
Albayrak and Ahmed Aboutaleb, the first 
Muslims in a Dutch cabinet. He claimed 
he was not motivated by Islamophobia 
as he would have protested equally had 
the MPs had Swedish passports. 
However he has made no objection to 
van Zanten-Hyllner. 

A month later the PVV performed 
a U-turn on European regulation. 
Having always voted against “European 
interference", the party is now following 
the coalition line. In a further change of 
view, the PVV suddenly appeared to 
favour buying military jets. 

Meanwhile, internal documents on 
democracy in the PVV have found their 
way into the media. It appears that 
Brinkman campaigned in favour of 
opening the party to members, holding 
congresses, allowing PVV MPs to speak 
to the media without reference to 
Wilders, and establishing a youth 
movement. He also criticised Wilders's 
focus on combating Islam. 

Martin Bosma, the PVV's spin-doctor, 
was vehemently opposed on the 
grounds that “having members costs 
too much time and energy" and he is 
worried that members would “vote that 
Islam is a religion and that it is no 
problem to have two passports”. 

All Brinkman's proposals, apart from the 


(top to bottom) Eric Lucassen, Jhim van 
Bemmel, Richard de Mos, three of the Freedom 
Party's dubious representatives 


formation of a youth movement, were 
voted down at a meeting of the PVV's 
parliamentary group. 

Despite the turbulence engulfing his 
closest allies, Wilders still managed to 
insult Muslims again when, just after the 
suspension of his trial for inciting racial 
hatred, he stated in parliament that all 
Muslims hide their true intentions. Later, 
in an interview with Der Spiegel, Wilders 
stated that the Koran contains more 
anti-Jewish statements than Hitler's 
Mein Kampf. 


AUSTRIA 


Security service hit by nazi scandals 
By Martin Jordan for UNITED in Vienna 


AUSTRIA’S DOMESTIC intelligence 
service is in trouble over its apparent 
inability to get to grips with a nazi 
network and the revelation that the 
son of one of its agents is a right- 
wing extremist. 

A special group formed by the 
Federal Office for the Protection of 
the Constitution and 
Counterterrorism (BVT), the domestic 
intelligence service, has been 
investigating the website alpen- 
donau.info since last March. The site 
and its linked forum alinfodo.com 
have been hosted by the US-based 
Dreamhost.com since spring 2009. 

In the biggest coordinated action 
against nazis since the 1990s, police 
carried out 16 raids in Vienna, Styria, 
Lower Austria, Tyrol and Carinthia, 
seizing computer disks, mobile 
phones, guns and rifles, ammunition, 
knives and other “street fighting 
gadgets”, as well as Nazi 
paraphernalia. The raids seem to have 
had little impact on the nazis, who 
continue to sneer at the authorities. 

The anonymous operators of alpen- 
donau describe it as an umbrella 
project to strengthen and coordinate 
“the national resistance”. The network 
urges relatively independent, small 
groups to adopt the guerrilla warfare 
method: “plan, act, disappear". It has 
good contacts in Germany, the Czech 
Republic and Hungary. 

The forum is for nazis only while 
alpen-donau is public, but both are 
explicitly nazi. Alongside 
propaganda, conspiracy theories and 
threats of violence, alpen-donau 
publishes photographs and addresses 
of opponents. 

Notably the group boasts relentlessly 
about its close ties with the right-wing 
Freedom Party (FPO), Austria's third 
party with seats on the National 
Council and supporters in the police 
and Interior Ministry. Its statements 


are backed by FPO and police data 
and strongly suggest inside knowledge 
of the BVT's operations. 

This, together with sensational 
disclosures about a BVT intelligence 
division agent and his nazi son, has 
sparked a public outcry in Austria. 

Benjamin Fertschai, whose father 
Josef was moved to another Interior 
Ministry post last August, belongs to 
a new generation of militant nazis, 
whose appearance, behaviour and 
strategy differ from the bonehead or 
hooligan subculture. 

Benjamin was dismissed from the 
Austrian army after being convicted 
for attending the notorious Waffen 
SS commemoration at Ulrichsberg in 
2009 in dress uniform, accompanied 
by Gottfried Kissel, a leading nazi. 

Another figure whose name has 
cropped up in the BVT's nazi scandal is 
Sebastian Ploner, who had to leave his 
job as assistant to the FPO president 
of the Austrian National Council after 
it emerged that he had ordered goods 
from the nazi online shop Aufruhr. 

Despite several names being 
mentioned, it remains unclear who is 
involved in the alpen-donau network 
and website and on what level. 
Anti-fascists are insisting that the 
authorities take action instead of 
hiding behind the excuse that they 
cannot shut down the website 
because it is hosted in the USA. a 
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NAZIS AND FASCISTS gathered at 
General Franco's tomb and fascist shrine 
in the Valley of the Fallen near Madrid 
on 20 November to mark the 35th 
anniversary of the dictator's death, 
while some Spanish churches organised 
religious events to honour him. 
However, anti-fascist demonstrations, 
held in all the major cities, attracted far 
more people, including 1,500 in Madrid 
and 500 in Zaragoza. 

Nazi groups staged a concert in 
Madrid featuring the nazi bands Brutal 
Attack (UK), Malnatt (Italy), Frakass 
(France) and Non Plus Ultra (Germany). 
Hate crime prosecutors ordered the 
police to record the show to collect any 
evidence of hate speech. 

Prosecutors first acted against nazi 
concerts in June 2010 when Catalan 
police raided a hate music festival titled 
Rac In The Rio, identified those present 
and arrested the alleged organiser, 
Enrique Valls Auxach, a senior member 
of the nazi National Alliance (AN) in the 
region. Hundreds of nazis who had gone 
to the gig had to leave empty-handed 
after police searched the premises and 
confiscated nazi propaganda. 

The same month, prosecutors acted 
against the nazi group Hijos del Odio 
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PURSUE HATE 


From Sandra Cortes in Madrid 


(Sons of Hate), arresting five people in 
different Catalan locations and 
charging them over lyrics calling for 
the extermination of homosexuals 
and ethnic minorities. The raid also 
resulted in a haul of openly nazi and 
racist material. 

Although nazi groups try to organise 
their concerts circumspectly to avoid 
the police and anti-fascist groups, they 
failed during 2010. On 12 October, a 
concert in Sabadell near Barcelona by 
Batallon de Castigo (Punishment 
Battalion) and Mas Que Palabras 
(More Than Words) was halted by 
police who noted the identities of the 
almost 200 participants and recorded 
the event as evidence to bring charges. 

Batallon de Castigo is led by Eduardo 
Clavero, a veteran nazi jailed in 1990 
for knifing a 19-year-old boy to death 
on the underground in Madrid. 
Clavero founded his band in prison and 
is one of the foremost exponents of 
hate music in Spain. Since 2006 he has 
been the AN's organiser in Malaga. 

The AN regularly falls foul of the law. 
Its leader, Pedro Pablo Pefia, was jailed 
in 2000 with two other party members 
for possession of explosives intended 
for use in an attack on a busload of 
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relatives of Basque separatist ETA 
prisoners in Madrid. In 2007 Pedro 
Cuevas, who murdered the young 
anti-fascist Guillem Agullé in 1993 by 
stabbing him in the heart, appeared on 
the party's candidates’ list in Valencia. 
The sale of hate music in Spain — in 
contrast to its performance — continues 
with impunity. Several websites and 
fascist stores advertise albums by hate 
rock bands, as does New Republic 
Publishing (ENR), which publishes for 
Juan Antonio Llopart, leader of the 
Republican Social Movement (MSR). 
Several nazi websites and ENR are 
currently selling the nazi band 
Impertinencia's latest album, containing 
songs such as “Rudolf Hess”, “SS 
Order” and “Joseph Goebbels”. 
Llopart was sentenced in 2009 to 
two years and six months in prison for 
spreading genocidal ideas through his 
publications but remains free pending 
an appeal. With such a record, the 
fascist Alliance of European National 
Movements is no doubt delighted to 
include Llopart and his nazi MSR as its 
Spanish representative, fitting nicely 
alongside Nick Griffin's British National 
Party and the fascist Italian Fiamma 
Tricolore. x 
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Reviewed by Matthew Collins 


DURING THEIR OCCUPATION of 
France, the Nazis undertook a vicious 
propaganda campaign against “red 
foreigners”, immigrant resistance 
fighters, denouncing them as 
antisocial “red criminals" and pouring 
scorn on the idea that France could be 
liberated by, or would want to be 
liberated by, foreigners. 

The so-called Affiche Rouge posters 
issued by the Nazis and their French 
collaborationist allies were aimed at 
prevent further anti-fascist resistance 
by exploiting one of the most 
successful groups of Résistants — until 
it was brutally smashed — composed 
almost entirely of foreigners 
associated with the Communist FTP- 
MOI, a French organisation of 
immigrant workers. 

Robert Guédiguian's 2009 film 
The Army of Crime (L’'Armée du crime) 
is an inspiring and complex tribute to 
this group of Spanish Republicans and 
International Brigades fighters, 
Hungarians, Poles, Romanians, Italians 
and Armenians — many of them 
working-class Jews — who militantly 
and courageously made a stand 
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UN FILM DE ROBERT GUEDIGUIAN 


against the Nazis on foreign soil. 

The film's main focus is Missak 
Manouchian, an exiled Armenian poet 
who, although portrayed initially as a 
romantic and idealistic member of 
a small group of friends and émigrés, 
emerges to lead a group of supporters 
into a ferocious battle against the 
Nazis, mainly on the streets of Paris. 

Guédiguian’s film is outspokenly 
frank, ripping the mask off the 
shameful collaboration of the French 
police with the Nazis. The retributive 


violence of the Manouchian group's 
activities is not disguised, nor are the 
inner dilemmas of those who were in 
France to follow their destinies as 
poets, playwrights and novelists 
trapped in poverty and between their 
socialist dreams and the reality of the 
Nazi invasion. As his poetry and love 
letters suggest, Manouchian was 
indeed a romantic but was also a 
disciplined Communist Party militant. 

Army of Crime beautifully captures 
Manouchian's passion for his wife 
against the backdrop of terror and 
murder in occupied France. 
Manouchian is alleged to have been 
broken under horrific Gestapo torture 
but he faced death with the same 
fortitude as his comrades whose 
struggle will forever be part of the 
annals of anti-fascism. 

It is a film every anti-fascist 
should see. 


Released September 2009 
Director Robert Guédiguian 
based on a story by Serge Le Péron 
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News from the HOPE not hate campaign 


Giving a voice to the s! 


The English Defence League is going home. Early next month the EDL 


will be demonstrating in Luton, 


where the group was first formed, and 


this could well be its largest and most violent event yet. Nick Lowles looks 
at an anti-fascist response. 


ETER ADAMS raises his 

arms in despair. A faith 

worker who has spent 
time working in Northern. Ireland, 
he has experienced community 
division and hatred. He also 
recognises that even in the most 
polarised communities the vast 
majority of people do not agree 
with the vocal extremists. 

He now finds himself in Luton, 
where early next month several 
thousand EDL supporters are 
expected to protest in the town 
centre against Islamic extremism 
and police harassment. A deeply 
divided town, it was where the 
EDL was formed so the protest is 
fittingly being billed as going 
“back to where it began”. 

“I'm really worried,” he says. 
He is leading the faith community 
response to the EDL threat and is 
determined that it is not going to 
harm his adopted town. In every 
threat there is an opportunity and 
Adams is working with others to 
use the EDL protest as a chance 
to build community links. 

Those opposing the EDL have 
three main objectives. The first is to 
prevent disorder on the day; the 
second is to mobilise the majority 
of local people to speak out 
against the division and hatred of 
the EDL; and the third is to win the 
peace and that involves bringing 
the divided communities together. 

None of them are simple or 
straightforward. 

It is estimated that anywhere 
between two and three thousand 
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people could join the EDL protest 
which given the size of the town is 
huge. It is also likely to involve 
many more local people than 
other recent EDL demonstrations, 
which will automatically heighten 
the tensions on the day and 
increase the risk of disorder after 
the formal rally has ended. 

Luton is a divided town and the 
EDL protest is a chance for one 
large group to assert its agenda 
and, it hopes, its dominance over 
another. As Adams readily 
acknowledges, the town is small 
enough for everyone to know each 
other. Stephen Yaxley-Lennon 
(alias Tommy Robinson), the EDL 
leader, was in the same school class 
as one of the leading Islamic 
fundamentalists in the town. In the 
same school year but at a different 
school was Gavin Shuker, recently 
elected as MP for Luton South. 

For the 5 February protest this 
localism is likely to boost EDL 
numbers as word spreads in pubs 
and schools and peer pressure 
brings people out. 

A further complication is that 
the EDL hopes to start its march 
from the Parrot pub in the heart of 
the Farley Hill estate and then 
progress into the town centre. 

As it meanders through the 
narrow streets of this deprived and 
predominantly white working class 
estate it is likely to pick up people 
along the way. 

HOPE not hate is joining forces 
with Adams and others to oppose 
the march. There are several 
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potential flashpoints to say 
nothing of the risk to shops and 
houses along the route. Just as 
importantly, allowing the EDL to 
gather and then reconvene in 
Farley Hill will entrench the 
ghettoisation of the town and 
make any future community 
cohesion initiatives harder. 

If the EDL has to protest we are 
recommending that people are 
made to gather in a static place 
with supporters from out of the 
area transported in and out of an 
out-of-town gathering point. 


BUILDING A COMMUNITY 
RESPONSE 

The most important activity is to 
give the mainstream majority in 
the town a platform and stand 
united together in opposition to 
the extremists. Over the three 
weeks to 5 February we will work 
with local groups and individuals to 
build a Luton in Harmony 
statement around which people 
can unite. The statement will speak 
up for the town and all those who 
wish to live together in peace. 

It will include a denunciation of 
all extremists in the town, both 
from the EDL and Islamic 
fundamentalist groups. 

We believe it is vitally important 
to speak out against both 
extremes as focusing on just one 
while ignoring the other will lead 
to charges of bias and even 
complicity. It will also help us draw 
in the majority of people who 
rightly reject both. 


° 
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Just as importantly, it will be 
useful to engage with those in the 
Muslim community who are 
fighting their own battle against 
extremism. 

Building on our experience in 
Bradford, we will use this statement 
to go into the neighbourhoods in 
Luton and speak to ordinary 
people. Faith groups will circulate it 
around churches and mosques and 
community groups and the 
voluntary sector will spread it 
among its supporters. 

By getting thousands of people 
to sign the statement we will send 
a clear message to the EDL that its 
politics of hate are not welcome in 
the town. It is also an excellent 
way to engage with local people 
and explain why the EDL and 
other extremist groups are wrong. 

We will once again ignore the 
EDL protest itself and instead 
prioritise a peace vigil in the town 
centre on the Friday night. 

With an estimated 2,000 police on 
duty the local groups with which 
we are working have decided that 
they can show their opposition to 
the EDL in different ways. 

Some groups will protest on the 
day and we will not discourage 
people from attending, but we have 
decided that the best approach is to 
concentrate on engaging with 
people in their own communities in 
a more non-confrontational and 
peaceful approach. There will be so 
many police in the town centre on 
the Saturday that the chance of us 
actually being seen, let alone 
engaging with people, is so minimal 
that it becomes unproductive. 


THE LONG GAME 

The EDL protest will come and 
go in a day but for Adams and | 
his colleagues there is a more 
important job to do in bringing 
communities together. He is the 
first to admit that community 
cohesion has not worked and in 
many cases not even been 
tried. By coincidence a 
taskforce looking at the state of 
community relations and the 
successes and failures of 
council and NGO approaches is 
due to report later this month. 
While Adams does not know 
what is in the report he is 
hopeful that it will offer some 
positive suggestions for the 
way forward. 

The longer term approach 
will however be shaped by 
events on 5 February. In the 
worst case scenario trouble 
breaks out and the town is 
further polarised. There is also 
the likelihood that the police 
prevent any trouble on the day 
but the EDL protest reinforces 
divisions and trouble breaks out 
in the future. 

The third option is that a 
positive community campaign is 
so big that it gives a voice to the 
silent majority who are at 
present drowned out by the 
vocal extremist minority and 
changes the mood in the town. 
This would provide a platform 
for a more positive future. 

This final option is the one 
towards which Adams and the 
HOPE not hate campaign will be 
working. g 
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DEFENDING MINORITIES 
IN NORTHERN IRELAND 


Searchlight speaks to Patrick Yu of the Northern Ireland Council for Ethnic Minorities 


How did a Hong Kong civil rights 
activist end up in Northern Ireland? 

| was told that the best way to truly 
learn about human rights was to go to 
those countries that have gross 
violations of human rights. Perhaps this 
is naivety but Northern Ireland at the 
time was an ideal place to witness first 
hand the impact of what happens when 
there is a blatant disregard for basic 
human rights. 


We haven't read much about Northern 
Ireland lately. Does that mean the cycle 
of racist and sectarian violence and 
intimidation has gone away? 

Racism and sectarianism are two sides of 
the same coin and will be the biggest 
challenges over the next 25 years on the 
island of Ireland. There are still high levels 
of hate crime recorded by the police as 
well as incidents and crimes that do not 
get reported. There are still communities 
who continue to struggle with the new 
political and cultural landscape of 
Northern Ireland and the frustration 

over this process sometimes manifests 
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itself in violence and intimidation. 
The importance of addressing these 
issues cannot be underestimated. 


Financial meltdown in the Republic of 
Ireland coupled with huge cuts across 
the board by the British government: 
should ethnic communities on both 
sides of the border be anxious? 
Minority ethnic communities on the 
island of Ireland must be vigilant in 
opposing the deep public finance cuts, 
which will have a differential impact on 
minority ethnic communities in terms 
of jobs and access to public services. 

| believe we will see a backward trend 
against what we have achieved over 
the years. 


The staff at NICEM are a tight, 
dedicated group. Does the endless 
harassment and violence ever take its 
toll on them personally? 

We are not naive in regard to the 
impact this work has on our staff. 

We are cautious with those difficult 
cases that may be linked with hardcore 


elements of the past (veterans of the 
former paramilitary groups) and with 
cases that have a high emotional 
impact. We always try to be aware of 
what is happening with all staff 
members to ensure their health and 
wellbeing. We also try to maintain high 
morale by promoting a healthy 
life/work balance and no matter what 
position you have in the organisation 
everyone pitches in to help sort out the 
issues that we come across. In this way 
everyone feels supported and is 
prevented from being overwhelmed. 


Our readers may recall the scenes 

of Roma families being intimidated 
from their homes in Belfast in 2009. 
What happened to those families? 
The majority came back a few months 
later and most found work with the 
same gangmaster as before. 

The Romanian Roma community 
continues to face issues with housing 
and employment and we continue to 
support whoever we can to ensure that 
the events of 2009 are not repeated. 


How strong is your support from the 
Irish trade union movement? 

When NICEM was set up, from day one 
we got enormous support from the 
trade union movement, in particular 
Unison and ICTU. Our current project, 
the Belfast Migrant Centre, was 
established through partnership with 
Unison and ICTU. 


What does 2011 hold for NICEM? 

Our future will be heavily linked to our 
response to the economic meltdown 
and cuts in public finance. These cuts 
will definitely have highly negative 
impacts on minority ethnic communities 
and the sustainability of minority ethnic 
groups. NICEM's mission is not about 
our own survival but around the 
minority ethnic communities (individuals 
and groups) — their empowerment, 
rights and survival through the 
economic crisis. S 
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Every month, for 35 years, Searchlight has 
been exposing the far right in Britain and 
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